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2014 MSU 
Homecoming 
Success
by Bill Beachler, MSU 
GLBT Alumni Assoc

The ninth annual MSU LGBT 
Homecoming event was record- setting 
– by far the largest and most successful 
LGBT alumni event to be held at MSU.  
The ticket table kept a head count 
and reported a record crowd of 113 in 
attendance.  The party was held at the 
Kellogg Center in the spacious Red Cedar 
Room with fireplace.  You can see part of 
this large crowd in the pictures.

A new attraction at this year’s event was 
the MSU Library Special Collections’ 
display of their excellent LGBT material 
- this collection at the MSU Library is one 
of the largest collections of LGBT material 

Celebrate the 
Holidays with 
LanSINGout 
Gay Men’s 
Chorus

by Peter Morse, LanSINGout  
Artistic Director

LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus is proud 
to present its grand holiday celebration, 
Wishing You Peace and Joy: A Christmas 
Concert, on Saturday, December 5, 2014 
at 7:00 p.m. and Sunday, December 6, 
2014 at 3:00 p.m. in the Lansing First 
Presbyterian Church Sanctuary. Under 
the baton of Artistic Director Peter Morse 
and accompanied by David Wiseman, 
the Chorus will present excellent men’s 
Christmas and seasonal choral musical 
selections from Handel, modern spirituals, 
sacred music and light and fun whimsical 
secular tunes.  The Chorus will be joined by 
the Lansing First Presbyterian Church Bell 

Part of the record-setting crowd on the west side of the Red Cedar Room 
showing the MSU FCU staff distributing gifts.

Choir and Organist and a Michigan State 
University brass quintet.This is a wonderful 
event to help your family and friends of all 
ages begin their Christmas activities with 
music and cheer!You may purchase tickets 
and view other concert information on our 
website, www.lansingout.org or our 
LanSINGout Facebook page.

Next June, the Chorus invites you 
to a unique men’s choral event, as 
LanSINGout presentsMusic From 
the Other Side:  Songs Traditionally 
Sung by Women.   Chorus members 
are having a great time choosing music 
that they may not have sung in a typical 
men’s choral music concert.  The concert 
will be held on Saturday, June 6, 2015 
at 7:00 p.m. and Sunday, June 7, 2015 at 
3:00 p.m. in the Lansing First Presbyterian 
Church Molly Grove Chapel.  

If you are interested in participating in 
this concert, have a male sounding voice 
andenjoy performing in a male chorus, 
LanSINGout may be for you.  LanSINGout 
will hold prospective member auditions 

on both Tuesday evenings, January 7 and 
January 14, 2015, from 6:15 p.m. to 6:45 
p.m. both nights.  Each person auditioning 
will appear before a small audition 
committee and will match pitches played on 
the piano, sing “My Country Tis of Thee” 
accompanied by the piano in 2 or more keys 

and sing a number of major scales.  
For further information, contact 
LanSINGout at info@lansingout.org.

LanSINGout has been very busy 
over the past few weeks.  The 

Chorusperformed as part of the LAAN 
10th Annual Red Ribbon Gala and 
Auction, at the World AIDS Day 

Remembrance Ceremony and at the Suits 
and the City December gathering.

The Chorus rehearses each Tuesday 
evening at the Lansing First Presbyterian 
Church Molly Grove Chapel.  For further 
information, contact the Chorus at info@
lansingout.org. You can follow the Chorus 
on their web page, www.lansingout.org or 
on Facebook at LanSINGout Gay Men’s 
Chorus.

in the country 
and was certainly 
worth seeing.  In 
addition, Michael 
Lee, President of 
the MSU GLBT 
Alumni Association, 
presented a 
significant historical 
donation to the MSU 
Special Collections 
- one of the only 
remaining copies 
of the May 10, 
1972 edition of The 
Advocate with the 
headline “Oops, E. 
Lansing first with hiring law,” announcing 
the East Lansing City Council’s 3 to 2 
adoption of the nation’s first LGBT civil 
rights law (donated by Don Gaudard, who 
wrote the law).

The event also included excellent food, a 
cash bar including soda and free coffee, 

and the opportunity to meet MSU’s 2014-
2015 LGBT student scholarship winners.  
It provided an excellent opportunity 
to network with fellow Spartan grads, 
students and meet new friends!   The 
sponsors for this year’s event were the 
Greater Lansing Convention & Visitors 
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LGBT News
Lansing Association for

Human Rights
PO Box 14009 

Lansing, MI 48901-4009

by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

Dear Reader, 

Well here we are at the end of another year.  Over the past year LAHR has been accomplishing much, being a 
presence in our communities, and making a difference in people’s lives.  We continue to have new members on 
our board. It works! We even have members who ask if they can be on the Board.  We are grateful to new board 
members, Dawn, Jennifer, Molly and Madeleine for their work in moving LAHR forward in different areas.  
Jennifer is developing a strategy for increasing memberships, see membership form in this newsletter, and join in 
support of your local LGBT advocacy organization. 

Dawn and Madeleine are working on the complex and deep issues of homelessness in our community.  They are assisted by a team 
of students from my first year writing class researching and writing from their perspective about this under-reported and underserved 
population. Molly was an intern last semester and worked on studying and writing about the Boy Scouts Policy on LGBT members 
and team leaders and continues to contribute her ideas and perspective.  

We have also been assisted by other interns this semester we welcome Madison, a computer whiz and researcher, who is studying the 
effect of E-campaigns.  Geeze, do you think she can help me electronically, many have tried, few have succeeded.  Thank goodness 
for Melissa Cogswell our Newsletter Layout person and Website Designer, she is always on the case.  And I’d be totally remiss if 
I didn’t also acknowledge the long termers on the board who have been there through thick and thin, Nancy as secretary and label 
person, Joe as treasurer; always in the know, Frank our Vice President who keeps me straight!, yeah, right, and Bill Beachler, the 
publisher of our excellent Newsletter.  Others on the board are Michael our host at Everybody Reads for our board meetings.  And 
Thank you to Everybody Reads, support local business and check out this wonderful book store. 

Notice, I do not mention the immediate happening ever on my mind, the District Court’s ruling against us and affirming Michigan’s 
ban on same-sex marriage.  Stay tuned and look at a bright side; by going against every other District /Court ruling so far, this ruling 
may hasten the Supreme Court taking up our right to marry sooner.  Let’s hope so.  It will take all of 
us getting involved to insure we are finally getting basic human right of love and commitment.  

So, the happiest of holidays to you.  May all things good happen for all of us and others as well. 

Sincerely, Penny 

Letter from the Prez

Freedom to Marry
from Gina Calcagno

Messaging:  Evan Wolfson - “Today’s 
ruling is completely out of step with the 
Supreme Court’s clear signal last month, out 
of step with the constitutional command as 
recognized by nearly every state and federal 
court in the past year, and out of step with 
the majority of the American people. This 
anomalous ruling won’t stand the test of 
time or appeal. But with discrimination still 

burdening too many families, and now with 
this split in the circuits, Freedom to Marry 
calls on the Supreme Court to swiftly take 
these cases, affirm the freedom to marry, and 
bring national resolution once and for all. 
American couples and their families should 
no longer be forced to fight court by court, 
state by state, day by day for the freedom 
and dignity that our Constitution promises.”

Once the pro-marriage rulings from the 
4th, 7th, 9th, and 10th Circuits are fully 

implemented, same-sex couples will have 
the freedom to marry in 35 states plus the 
District of Columbia, representing 64% of 
the American people. And already, as of 
last month, a majority of Americans live in 
a freedom to marry state.
-- 
Gina Calcagno 
Coalition Manager 
Michigan For Marriage 
616-541-9129
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Carol Wood
Councilmember At-Large

Serving you on Council since 2000

Office 517 483-4188
Home 517 482-0213

Email cwood@lansingmi.gov
www.carolwood.posterous.com
www.carolwoodforlansing.com

(Continued from page 1)
Homecoming

Bureau and the MSU Federal Credit Union.  Discussions have already begun about 
next year’s Homecoming party, so mark your calendars now.  Special thanks to the 
Homecoming Committee:  Jessi DeLaCruz, Jaime Paredes, Justin Sheedy, Jeffrey 
Frankowiak and Cheryl Gillian and my Grand Rapid’s friend James Smith for their 
help and for the participation of the MSU Resource Center, Daniel Mathis of the MSU 
Alumni Association, and GLFSA..

Part of the record-setting crowd on the east side of the Red Cedar Room standiing in front of the 
MSU Library Special Collections’ display.

MSU GLBT Alumni Association President Michael Lee from Minneapolis presenting the May 10, 
1972 Advocate donation to the MSU Library Special Collections.

A Matter  
of Law
by Pam Sisson,
Attorney & Mediator

Election Followup – What Now???

Never doubt  
that a small group of thoughtful, 

committed citizens can change the world.  
Indeed it is the only thing that ever has.

Margaret Mead

I’m over it!! - Garrison Keillor, in East 
Lansing, just after W was re-elected.

I would like to be remembered not as 
anyone unique or special, but as part 

of a great team in this country that has 
struggled for many years, for decades 

and even centuries.  The greatest glory of 
living lies not in never falling, but in rising 

every time you fall.
Nelson Mandela

Okay, so where are we after this election?  
Obviously the election did not go well for 
Democrats nationwide.  By and large, this is 
not a good sign for the LGBTQ community.  
But I remember other setbacks like this, 
some even worse than this one, like the night 
Ronald Reagan was elected.  This is when 
we each need to be a little more creative 
about what we do with our political power 
and leverage. We have choices already in the 
works. Many individuals are working hard on 
taking DeBoer v. Snyder to the U.S. Supreme 
Court.  Others are working to pass an 
amendment to the Michigan Civil Rights Act 
(commonly called Elliott-Larsen) to include 
sexual orientation and transgender persons. 
And let’s not throw out the baby with the 
bathwater.  Some Republicans may oppose 
discrimination based on sexual orientation 
or transgender.  Many of us remember Jim 
Dressel, a Republican state representative 
from Ottawa County, who was President of 
the Michigan Organization for Human Rights 
when that organization coordinated the first 
effort to amend Elliott-Larsen to include 
sexual orientation.  (I encourage you to 
google James Dressel.)

There was a time in my life when my civil 
rights activism was like a second job, in terms 
of the amount of time I spent.  That is not 
the case at this point in my life and it is not 
the case for most of us. However, periodic, 

(Continued on page 10)
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Michigan 
Marriage 
Equality
 
by Dawn Smith,  
LAHR Board

Today I cried at work.  I put my face in my 
hands, laid my head down and sobbed at my 
new desk in my new office.  Nobody saw 
me.  Nobody asked me why.  But I cried.  I 
cried for the (estimated) 21, 700 gay and 
lesbian couples that live together in Michigan 
with the hopes of being treated like a citizen 
of Michigan with the same rights as those 
heterosexual couples that choose to live 
and marry and raise a family.  I cried for the 
4500 LGBT households raising children in 
Michigan that will not be able to be married 
and live like “normal” couples that love each 
other and want to share a mortgage, insurance 
policy, and healthcare benefits.  I cried for 
the uncounted gay and lesbian couples that 
are unrecognized as humans worthy of the 
right to love and marry their chosen partner. 
I cried for me and my hopes that someday I 
might want to marry and that’s not possible in 
this state and why should I have to leave my 
home to love and marry my partner?

Today was Decision Day.  In a 2-1 decision, 
the 6th Circuit upheld same-sex marriage 
bans in Michigan, Ohio, Kentucky and 
Tennessee.  The court issued its highly 
anticipated decision three months after 
hearing same-sex marriage cases from all four 
states, where federal judges had previously 
struck down bans on constitutional grounds.

The 6th Circuit overturned those decisions, 
concluding judges shouldn’t be deciding 
whether gays and lesbians should marry 
or not.   And marriage equality is still not 
possible in Michigan.  Michigan Gov. Rick 
Snyder stated that Michigan’s same-sex 
couples who married during a window of 
opportunity in February are considered 
legally married.  However, he said, they are 
not eligible for various state benefits unless 
the 6th Circuit opinion is overturned. 

Tonight many people came together at Grand 
Café in Old Town to discuss this disturbing 
decision.  It was not a happy crowd.  Barb 
Byrum was present.  If you recall, Ms. Byrum 
is the county clerk for Ingham County.  On 
March 22, 2014, when it was legal for same 
sex couples to marry, she opened Ingham 
County doors and performed the first 
wedding between a same sex couple in the 
state.  Thank you Barb! 

For those couples that were married that 
epic day, while they do not receive benefits 

of being married, 
although they are 
married, there is 
a hope that your 
marriage will be 
recognized in our 
great state and you 
will receive those 
same entitlements 
that heterosexual 
married couples 
receive:  social 
security, health 
benefits, shared 
property, equal 
parenting rights, 
and opportunity to 

adopt, among others.  In Caspar v. Snyder, the 
American Civil Liberties Union of Michigan 
filed a lawsuit in state court on behalf of eight 
same-sex couples that received marriage 
licenses on March 22, 2014. Again, thank 
you Barb Byrum and other clerks that opened 
their doors to marriage equality. 

Tonight we gathered at Grand Café, a popular 
spot in old town. Grand Café Sir Pizza is 
owned by a lesbian.  Although it is not a 
gay bar, it is a local favorite of LGBT who 
enjoy the pizza and the music.  Tonight, 
Kathy Ford band was playing at Grand Café.  
Kathy very graciously shared her story with 
me.  She shared that she was married in San 
Francisco in 2008.  California allowed same 
sex marriages briefly in 2008 so Kathy and 
her partner went to San Francisco and stood 
under a lemon tree and declared their love 
and commitment to each other and it was 
recognized legally.  She and her wife framed 
their marriage certificate.  She shared how 
she stood there and cried when she heard the 
words, “do you take this woman to be your 
wife”.  For many years, Kathy has had a 
band in the Lansing area.  She never thought 
she would be able to be married legally to 
her partner.  For too many years, she had to 
lie and hide who she was so she could stay 
gainfully employed and keep doing gigs 
and making money.  She told of how bar 
owners would take LGBT money but would 
complain of the gays dancing together.  She 
rightfully cried when she was finally able to 
be herself and marry just like everyone else.  
While she and her wife were legally married 
in California, their marriage was not and is 
not recognized in Michigan. 

 In Michigan the struggle continues.  Today 
we found out that the state of Michigan still 
has a fight on their hands.  That marriage 
equality is not a reality in Michigan yet.  
Although there are 300 some same sex 
marriages in Michigan, there will be no more 
until the Supreme Court listens to this issue 
and listens to the American people, love 
is love and all love should be recognized 
equally. 

(Continued on page 10)
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Raise Hope and  
Foster Dreams

by Christina Redmond

Did you know…
You don’t have to be a 
foster parent to make a 
difference in the life of a 
foster child?
Volunteering is a 

priceless way to answer the common, “how 
can I help?” question.  With Thanksgiving 
soon approaching, what better time to give 
a little?! Offering to provide child care for 
a few hours while a foster parent attends 
training gives the reassurance that they can 
have a sit-down moment to themselves 
without distractions.  Ingham County 
Department of Human Services has nearly 
70 licensed foster homes in which foster 
parents are required to complete annual 
training hours.  Many of these trainings do 
not offer child care, but just imagine how 
elated a foster parent would be to hear the 
phrases “free training” and “child care 
provided” all in one statement!

Did you know…

Ingham County DHS offers a Foster 
Parent Support Group that meets monthly 
and provides child care AND free training?

Speaking of elated imaginations…every 
3rd Thursday, Ingham County DHS offers a 
Foster Parent Support group that not only 
provides free training for foster families, but 
also FREE CHILD CARE.  But in order 
for an opportunity for families to be with a 
supportive network to take a load off, share 
“horrays”, ask questions, and get answers, 
volunteers are needed each month that can 
provide child care for a few hours for these 
opportunities to be a success.  If you are over 
the age of 18 and are willing to complete 
a Central Registry clearance, this could be 
the answer to that “how can I help?” million 
dollar question!

Did you know…

Ingham County DHS is hosting its next 
Orientation on Tuesday, December 9th from 
9am – 12pm at the Ingham County Human 
Services Building (Door 3) located at 5303 
S Cedar Street, Lansing, Michigan 48911

Can’t make either of these times? We can 
schedule an orientation AT YOUR HOME! 
Just call Christina Redmond, 
Licensing Specialist, at 
517-775-2693 to schedule a 
convenient time and see how 
you can create turning points 
in the life of a foster child. J  

~~Raising hope and fostering dreams, 
Christina Redmond, Licensing Specialist

Out at Work
Defending Your 
Character 

by Frank Vaca, LAHR 
Vice President

I just had a midnight 
break-through that 
someone was trying to 

destroy my character right in front of me. 
When someone does this to you, are you 
fleeting to your closet or are you sticking up 
for your population even greater? I met a 
mentor who commented that just because a 
business isn’t worried about what qualities 
you bring to the table, doesn’t mean you 
forget that you are not lesser. Have you 
given hope to someone to get them out of a 
corner or have you left them in the dark?

One view I had while I was blasting away 
Title IX brochures with a cheer by asking 
students “ are you aware of the sexual 
harassment and gender identity policy on 
this campus that is called Title IX, can you 
say Title IX?”

The other view I was ignoring and quite 
rude about not answering questions. In fact, 
I was trying to recruit their daughter? There 
was this student in the Commons area who 
I think was attacking a person for having an 
lgbt sticker sort of like oh doesn’t try that 
brand of mace. I was thinking I was the one 
at fault when she mentioned me. Then why I 
interrupted to apologize, oh look at the time 
way too busy to discuss issues. I think I was 
right giving a resource on campus to the one 
who got my attention in the conversation. 
Which brings me to a good quote, “Don’t 
give up, live up to your character.”

What do you do when protecting your 
reputation? Someone says you gave another 
an outrageous discount price probably for 
some reason. Someone finds out your gay, 
lesbian, bisexual, or transgender, do you 
totally bow down to their greed? I think 
Russia did this to that I pod statue when 
Cook, the CEO, came out. Suddenly it’s a 
sign of homosexuality. It turned into a hot 
spot - it had deeper meaning then it once 
was. “We don’t have to worry our shadows 
are crooked when we are standing straight. 
The truth shall surface. Eventually.”

If you get anything out of this rant it’s you, 
as an individual, are important. You can’t 
seem to control what others may think or say 
about you. Just wave that almighty rainbow 
flag with support and know we are on the 
right side of history. Got a say…let me know 
at vacaafrank@gmail.com
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LGBT Dinner Group 
December LGBT 
Dinner
At Golden Wok !  

 Friday, December19, 
at 6:30 pm

by Gary Hicks, Host

The December LGBT dinner will return to 
the Golden Wok Restaurant in East Lansing 
on Friday evening, December 19, at 6:30 pm. 
The Golden Wok serves great Asian food at 
moderate prices.

These monthly dinners are held the third 
Friday of each month at a different restaurant 
in the greater Lansing area, and we usually 
average about fifteen diners. Everyone is 
welcome to attend, either on your own or 
with a friend, family member, partner, or 
spouse. Students from area colleges are also 
welcome to attend and meet and mingle with 
more permanent LGBT residents.

Please RSVP to your host Gary at hickslaw@
gmail.com by Friday, December 19, at 3 
pm if you plan to attend so we can request 
appropriate seating.

Coming Out 
as a Person 
of Faith
by Bob Bond, UCC

Allow me to 
introduce myself, I am new on the block 
and then again I lived on this block many 
years ago.  I am the newest intentional 
interim pastor at Edgewood United 
Church of Christ.  I began my call there on 
September 26th.  However, I was born in 
Lansing and lived here until age 4 when 
my family moved to Midland, Michigan.  I 
returned to Lansing for my undergraduate 
years.  I again returned to the Lansing area 
when I worked Eaton County Department 
of Social Services and, during my stint 
there, I believe I served on the LAHR 
advisory board but my memory is fuzzy.

One of the experiences I had in my time of 
coming out and coming to terms with who 
I am and what I believe was the discovery 
that in many ways it was as difficult for 
me to “come out” as a person of faith in 
the queer community as it was to “come 

out” as a same gender loving person in 
the faith community.  My experience has 
been that both communities are deeply 
suspicious of each other and have deep 
seeded stereotypes and preconceived 
notions about the other.

The problem with stereotypes is that they 
are not universally wrong.  There are 
people of faith who reject, condemn, and 
promote violence toward members of the 
queer community.  The sad truth is those 
in the faith community who hold such 
views are also frequently the most vocal.  
It is also true there are members of the 
queer community that express great anger 
toward the concept of a divine force in 
the universe and advocate the removal, 
condemnation, and hostile treatment of 
those who hold faith beliefs.  The truth 
is that these groups are in the minority in 
both communities and do not speak for the 
majority of believers or queer folk.

It is my belief and my hope that those of 
us who find us living in both communities 
can serve as a bridge by coming out and 
creating bridges of mutual understanding 
and respect.
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Then & Now
Lose the Battle / Win 
the War

by Don Gaudard 

Although the decision 
of the Sixth Circuit 

upholding Michigan’s ban on marriage 
equality was a disappointment for the LGBT 
community, sometimes it is necessary to lose 
a battle in order to win the war.  That is the 
case here.  All along our goal has to been to 
get a case into the Supreme Court.

However, the U.S. Supreme Court has 
stayed out of the marriage equality conflicts 
since all the Circuit Courts of Appeal had 
agreed – marriage bans for same-sex couples 
are unconstitutional.  But, we now have a 
split in the Circuits with the 4th, 7th, 9th, and 
10th Circuits all denying gay marriage bans 
and the 6th Circuit upholding the ban.  Splits 
in the Circuits almost always guarantee a 
hearing before the Supreme Court since the 
Court is interested in a uniform body of law 
throughout the country.

A direct challenge to the Sixth Circuit’s 
ruling is one of a handful of potential ways 
to try to persuade the Court to step in now.   
Here are some alternatives:

Route 1:  File a petition for review focusing 
on the Sixth Circuit’s ruling.  While the 
Court’s rules allow ninety days before 
such a petition must be filed (February 5, 
2015), no one expects it to take that much 
time.  Petitions can be 
filed very quickly because 
the lawyers involved are 
familiar with the issues 
and need not write a 
comprehensive petition 
at this stage.  It ultimately 
would be a matter of 
rearranging arguments 
already advanced in lower 
courts and then getting 
the documents printed — 
tasks that can be done very 
rapidly.  

Route 2: File a petition 
for review of a ruling by 
a different federal appeals 
court that has not yet been 

appealed to the Supreme Court and for 
which the ninety-day filing deadline has 
not yet been reached.  Cases decided in the 
Ninth Circuit, for example, would be open to 
this option, particularly the case from Idaho.  
That option that might well be attractive to 
officials in a state who want to continue to 
strongly defend their same-sex marriage 
bans.

Route 3: Ask the Supreme Court to grant 
review now of a case that is currently 
pending in a federal appeals court, but has 
not yet been decided there.  Such a petition 
for “certiorari before judgment” is allowed.  
That is currently the situation for cases from 
Louisiana and Texas in the Fifth Circuit, 
from Kansas in the Tenth Circuit, and from 
Florida in the Eleventh Circuit.  It will soon 
be true in other courts of appeals such as the 
Puerto Rico case in the First Circuit.

Among those three options, Route 1 might 
have the most promise of gaining Supreme 
Court review because the Sixth Circuit’s 
decision is the one that broke the pattern, 
because it involves an assortment of cases 
from Michigan, 
Ohio, Kentucky and 
Tennessee raising 
the constitutionality 
of bans on both new 
same-sex marriages 
and the official state 
recognition of out-
of-state same-sex 
marriages, because 
it was written by 
a respected court 
of appeals judge, 

because it brought a stirring dissent by 
another esteemed jurist, and because the 
opinions swept across all of the issues that 
have been raised in case after case — even 
the rather obscure question of whether a 
refusal to recognize an out-of-state same-sex 
marriage violates the constitutional right to 
travel and also the emotional question of 
whether a death certificate for a same-sex 
spouse who has now died should show that 
there was a surviving spouse.

One thing, though, needs to be stressed:  
the Court itself still retains the option of 
choosing not to get involved.  However, 
since the Court made the choice not to get 
involved on October 6, the situation has 
changed dramatically, and that option has 
certainly diminished if it hasn’t actually 
lapsed as a realistic matter.
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All I’m Saying
by Dan Boutell

Time to Move On

This is my last article. 
I’m sorry to say that the 
time has come for me to 
move on. The problem is 

that my job has become very consuming for 
me. This isn’t necessarily a bad thing.

We all make choices in life. Some choices 
are bad, others are good. Some close doors 
for us, others open them. I am in the process 
of trying to open a door for myself. When 
you are trying to grow your career, it takes 
a toll. That toll is time. My time seems to be 
at a premium these days so, I must simplify 
some things in order to find more time for 
myself.

I am hoping all the time and effort I am 
putting in at work, will lead to good things 
for me. I have a pretty good job right now. 
Other than working retail hours, I love my 
job. It’s a great company to work for. My 
company recognizes and rewards hard work, 
and understands the importance of having a 
balance in life. I don’t work hard because I’m 

a workaholic. I work hard because I want to 
further my career and grow as my company 
grows.

I am a very altruistic person. I tend to put 
others before myself. This may explain 
why selfish people are one of my biggest 
pet peeves. I always give and give but, I 
rarely ask for anything in return. I don’t do 
this out of low self-esteem or anything, I do 
it because I care so much. I care about my 
friends, I care about my partner, I care about 
my kids. With all this, I sometimes forget to 
care for myself.

I try to do a great job at work every day, stay 
highly involved with my Neighborhood, 
and give back to the LGBT community. So, 
although it saddens me that I need to give this 
up, I think I need to, at least for a little while. 
I looked back and was amazed that I have 
been writing this article for over four years. 
Where does the time go?

I wanted to thank you all for taking the time 
to read my articles over the years, and to 
thank the people that wrote me and told me 
they enjoyed reading them. It’s been fun!

Tell me what you think. Comments (hopefully 
positive) are always welcome. Write me at 
allimsaying@yahoo.com . 

REPORT
LGBT Homeless 
Youth Face Huge 
Obstacles

by Kartik Sewani, 
LAHR intern 

The Palette Fund, the Forty to None Project 
and the Williams Institute released on July 
12, 2012 the results of the LGBT Homeless 
Youth Provider Survey (Center Of American 
PROGRESS).  Researchers fielded the 
survey in late 2011 and early 2012 to better 
understand the capacity of organizations 
serving homeless young people to provide 
services to gay and transgender youth.  
The survey also analyzed the prevalence 
of gay and transgender youth within the 
larger youth homeless population. The final 
report aggregates the survey responses of 354 
agencies in the United States that serve youth 
who are, or are at risk of becoming, homeless.

The survey found that approximately 20-
40 percent of homeless or at-risk youth 
are LGBT, which aligns with previously 
aggregated local, state and regional estimates. 
This study should leave no doubt in anyone’s 
mind that gay and transgender youth do, 

(Continued on page 10)
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Marriage Equality

There is hope though! While Kathy and 
her wife were married legally in California, 
as we all know, California revoked the 
privilege of same sex marriage after a 
brief six months.  It took time, energy, and 
lots of hard work, but eventually same 
sex marriage equality was reinstated in 
California in 2014.  It would be okay with 
this author if Michigan did not take as long 
as California to recognize that marriage 
equality is a right of all people.  If you feel 
the same way, please join your voices with 
ours and take up the fight.  Tell your story. 
Be an advocate.  Be gay. Be proud. Be 
loud. And most importantly, believe that 
you deserve the right to equal treatment 
regardless of who you love and share that 
belief.

 Dawn Smith dawnms6886@yahoo.com  
L2L: Lansing Lesbians

well-placed time, energy and money can 
move mountains.  It has done so in the 
past and it can do so again.  Yes, many of 
us are grieving and this is appropriate, but 
my hope for this community is that we will 
not grieve for long, but will get busy, each 
of us on a project that inspires us.  Look 
on the bright side.  We can all vote, which 
was not always true for many of us.  Most 
of us have access to the internet, so we can 
watch the websites to see what action is 
needed at any given time.  

www.lahronline.org  
www.hrc.org  
www.lambdalegal.org  
www.nclrights.org 
I am a musician and someone once said to 
me that the hardest part about practicing 
is taking the instrument out of the case.  
The hardest thing about doing something 
now to help the LGBTQ community is 
deciding to do one small thing today – 
anything at all.  The 6th Circuit (Federal) 
Court of Appeals just rendered its opinion 
in DeBoer v. Snyder, supporting the ban on 
same-sex marriage in 4 states:  Michigan, 
Ohio, Kentucky and Tennessee.  Since this 
opinion differs from the opinions of the 

(Continued from page 3)

A Matter of Law

in fact, constitute a significant and disproportionate 
segment of the homeless youth population.  More 
importantly, this study shows why service providers, 
advocates, and policymakers who work to end overall 
youth homelessness should take into account the unique 
needs of LGBT youth.
In particular, the survey found that of all youth 
clients served, 30 percent identify as gay or lesbian 
and 9 percent as bisexual. Providers also reported 
that 1 percent identify as “other gender”, while 
another 1 percent of transgender youth identify as either 
male or female. These figures are alarming since gay and 
transgender people comprise ± 3.5 % of the population 
in the United States.
The report’s other findings demonstrate that the current 
network of homeless youth service providers is not 
adequately addressing the needs of gay and transgender 
homeless youth. While the full report contains a detailed 
breakdown of the survey results, below we describe five 
key findings that highlight the need for comprehensive 
youth homelessness policy reforms that pay particular 
attention to the gay and transgender population. These 
should be taken by the federal government to help gay 
and transgender youth either avoid becoming homeless 
or, if they do, get access to services that can help them 
get off the streets follow each finding.
Key finding #1: Of homeless or at-risk gay or 
transgender youth, 46 percent ran away because of 
family rejection due to their sexual orientation or gender 
identity, and 43 percent were forced out by parents 
because of their sexual orientation or gender identity. 
Action needed: Pass the Reconnecting Youth to Prevent 
Homelessness Act
Section 106 of this legislation, introduced by Sen. 
John Kerry (D-MA), creates programs to help families 
accept and support their gay and transgender youth. The 
proposed legislation is based on research-driven service 
delivery models that the Family Acceptance Project has 
developed and is implementing(GSLEN).
The Family Acceptance Project works to strengthen 
relationships within families that have gay or 
transgender youth with the goal of improving the lives 
and life opportunities of these young people. 

To be continued in next month’s issue

other Circuits, the case is being appealed 
to the U.S. Supreme Court.  That appeal, 
hopefully, will benefit all of us and will 
cost money.  Please consider donating 
any amount  to this cause (see www.
michiganmarriagechallenge.com ).  

(Continued from page 9)

Report

10 Lansing Association for Human Rights - GLBT News



SUNDAY
•	 Williamston United Methodist Church, Michigan’s first reconciling 

congregation, Sunday Service 10am; 211 S. Putnam, Williamston, MI  
(517)655-2430 or msusue@gmail.com

•	 Covenant Life Worship Center - noon (Wed. 7:30 p.m.) - 1380 Haslett Rd., 
Haslett - Phil & Marilyn Parmelee at 339-9590, www.clwcchurch.com

•	 First Presbyterian Church - LAHR Institutional Member - Sunday service at 10 a.m. 
510 W. Ottawa St. - contact Tracy at 482-0668 or tweldon@lansingfirstpres.org

•	 Light House Chapel - An Open and Affirming Church - LGBT friendly-11:00 a.m. 
service - 1501 Windsor St., Lansing, 48906. Contact (517) 394-2080 for info.

•	 All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 800 
Abbot, East Lansing.

•	 Edgewood United Church of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 
469 N. Hagadorn, East Lansing

•	 Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 9:15am & 
11:15am, 85 Grove, East Lansing

•	 Volleyball - With warm weather  -  1:00 – 5:00 – Sharp Park north of the Lansing Mall.  
For information, contact Bill at 337-1419 or email  beachlerb@sbcglobal.net.

•	 Fellowship for Today - 5:30 p.m. - Open & Affirming - Lansing Korean United 
Methodist Church, 2400 E. Lake Lansing Rd., E. Lansing – contact (517) 337-4070 
or info@fellowshipfortoday.org.

•	 Unity of Greater Lansing - (www.unityofgreaterlansing.org) New address:15851 
Old U.S. 27, Bldg 20 Crown Pointe Business Park (1 blk North of State Rd)  
Lansing, MI 48906 517-371-3010  10:30am-Sunday Service.

•	 Red Cedar Friends Quaker Meeting - 1400 Turner Street, Lansing.  Meetings for 
Worship in the manner of friends Sundays 9:00 to 10:00 am & 10:30 - 11:30  am.  
Childcare available.  Open and Affirming.

MONDAY
•	 LGBT AA meeting - 7:30 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South Harrison, in 

East Lansing.
•	 Social Knit Night - 2nd Monday of each month. 6:30 - 9:00 p.m., 319 S. Waverly Rd.
•	 Gay Bowling - Every Monday. Location changed back to Spare Time on 

July 2.  Starts at 9pm until midnight – A benefit for Michigan Pride. For 
information,contact Shelly at shelly@lansingcitypulse.com.

TUESDAY
•	 Grand River Connection - 4th Tuesday casual group for the “creative class.” 

Sign-up and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com.
•	 Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at 6:30 p.m.
•	 LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus - Weekley rehearsals are at the Molly Grove 

Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at 510 W. Ottawa St. in downtown Lansing 
from 7:00-9:00 pm. To email: info@lansingout.org or visit the website at  
www.lansingout.org.

•	 Michigan Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender & Straight Allies of Faith Working 
for Justice for All - 6:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m. the third Tuesday of each month in 
Lansing at a different spiritual place – contact Khristian at (586) 801-5427 or 
kspeelman@afsc.org  - www.faithactionnetwork.org

WEDNESDAY
•	 Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the Month - the 

location changes each month - please visit www.suitsandthecity.com for the 
location or to contact the organization.

•	 Karaoke Night - 9:00 p.m. at Esquire
•	 Sistrum, Lansing Womens Chorus - 7-9pm, Wed. at Central United Methodist 

Church, 215 N Capitol, Lansing. www.sistrum.org
THURSDAY

•	 Bingo - 7:00 p.m. at Esquire
FRIDAY

•	 Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Friday at 4:30pm in Gannon 
Building Chavez Room 262 LCC GSA. Adviser Chris Green szmadzic@lcc.edu 

•	 LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:45 a.m. second Friday at Meditaran at 333 S. 
Washington, credit cards accepted! Contact Greg at MILatino@aol.com

•	 LGBT AA meeting, 6:30 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, South 
Harrison, in East Lansing

•	 LAHR Friday Night Dinner - 6:30 p.m. on third Friday of the month.  Meets at 
different restaurant each month.  Contact Gary at garyatmsu@aol.com 

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
PO Box 80976  Lansing, MI 48908-0976

or call (517) 267-9299 or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/8 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler 
517-337-1419 or 

email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted 
in electronic format, 

preferably in a EPS format. 

Pay for 6 months in advance and 
get one month free! 

Calendar of Events!

SATURDAY
•	 LAHR Breakfast Club - 10 a.m. 4th Saturday each month. Contact Bill for 

location and questions at 337-1419 or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net
•	 LGBTQ Yoga Flow, 3:30 p.m. Just B Yoga, 106 Island Ave., Donation-based 

class. Flowing, all-levels yoga class for the LGBTQ community and allies. 
Connect your body and mind in safe community.  
www.justbyoga.com, 517-488-5260

VARIES
•	 Equality Band of Michigan – Rehearsals have been Sunday at 5:00 or Monday 

at 7:00 at Everybody Reads, 2019 E. Michigan Ave. in Lansing.  For exact 
information, contact Gary at ghicks5200@aol.com or 517-525-1732

The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve 
the quality of life for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people 
throughout the greater Lansing area through Civil rights activities, com-
munications, education, social events and supportive services.

Membership &Subscription Information

Join LAHR Today!

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ______________________________________________________________________

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support its activities 
by enclosing my contribution of:

 $15.00 Limited income membership includes the monthly LGBT 
News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $20.00 or more $_______Individual membership includes the 
monthly LGBT News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $40.00 or more $_______Family membership includes the monthly 
LGBT News, Association voting rights for up to two (2) individuals in the 
household, and a tax deduction.

 $100.00 Institutional membership includes membership, 3 ads in The 
LGBT News, monthly listing in the Newsletter Calendar and listing on the 
LAHR website.

Please make checks payable and return to: LAHR, PO Box 14009, Lansing, MI 48901-4009
or visit LAHRonline.org and donate via pay pal.

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt. 

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.

I want my LAHR newsletter           mailed to my home             e mailed to me
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