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In Memoriam
Kaye 
McDuffie
 
March 19, 1954 to 
January 29, 2014
 
by Jacob A. Distel, Jr.

On January 29, 2014, the Lansing Area 
AIDS Network lost one of its own, Kaye 
McDuffie. I cannot share the extent 
to which this loss has devastated me, 
this agency, or more importantly the 
community. For over two decades, Kaye 
was a pioneer in HIV work and in all 
realm of social justice. She will forever 
be missed and can never be replaced. In 
her memory I would like to share with you 
comments that I made with a very heavy 
heart at her Memorial Service.

Until I met Kaye 
I had never met a 
super hero, a trite 
remark, perhaps. 
but justified. This 
feeling is why 
her passing is 
so shocking to 
so many of us. 
Although Kaye’s 
struggle was clear 
during the last year 
of her life, somehow we felt, and hoped, 
that this injustice would we leveled, that 
this guardian of justice would remain 
among us. Silly notions, perhaps, but 
notions that probably filled many hearts.

More than any other individual that I have 
been privileged to know, I feel that Kaye 
was an agent for change. This room is filled 

Kaye McDuffie

A Push for 
Further 
Inclusion in 
BSA
by Molly Stephens, 
LAHR Intern

My name is Molly Stephens and I am 
an Intern for the Lansing Association 
for Human Rights. As a Michigan State 
University senior who is passionate about 
LGBTQ community empowerment, civil 
rights, and social justice, I was delighted to 
jump on board with LAHR this spring. 

In 2013, Boy Scouts of America (BSA) 
lifted the longstanding ban on inclusion 
of gay youth. This new (and improved) 
youth membership standard went into 
effect January 1st of this year- a change 
that is monumental to the push for 
improved LGBTQ livelihoods and equality. 
Unfortunately, discrimination still abounds 
in BSA as it remains in the Membership 
Standards Resolution that membership is 
not granted to those openly identifying as 
homosexual over the age of 18. 

It is my duty this semester to assist Dr. 
Susan Masten, a professor of Civil and 
Environmental Engineering and Michigan 
State, in creating a strong network of 
allies both locally, and nationally, who are 
united in the movement towards complete 
acceptance and inclusion of LGBTQ 
identifiers by BSA. This network will be 
constructed through advocacy and outreach 
beginning with mid-Michigan Boy Scout 
troops and their sponsoring organizations. 
In addition, research is necessary to better 
understand the missions of these sponsoring 
organizations and their policies on non-
discrimination. This will be a long-term 
project that I would like to see become 
sustainable and beneficial to the future 
successes of LAHR.

I was originally discouraged by the idea 
of taking on a project so much larger than 

LAHR / LCC Event & Movie
by Frank Vaca, LAHR Vice President

Friday, March 21, 2014 from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
Lansing Community College Main Campus

Room Health Human Services Room 006 (Subject to change)

Sponsored by LCC Gay Straight Alliance and the Lansing Association for Human Rights

5pm-6:15pm 
Todd A. Heywood will be speaking and presenting “Raw Deal”

Learning Outcomes:

Understand the behavioral and cultural constructs, as well as 
biological realities as to why MSM communities are at higher risk for HIV infection.
Understand how current prevention messaging presents false assumptions and securities 
for people at risk of infection. 
Be introduced to risk reduction techniques that are proven effective, but generally not 
discussed

6:20-7:00 Viewing of the film United in Anger along with personal stories  
United in Anger:  How a small group of men and women of all races and classes, came 
together to change the world and save each other’s lives.

7:00-7:30 LAHR intern presentation

7:30-8pm Reactions open mic.

Mark your calendars for an entertaining, educational and fun event!!(Continued on page 4)
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by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

Marriage Equality

Dear LAHR member, Supporter, interested reader and potential member,

So just how confident are we that it is only a matter of time that same sex committed partners become 
legally wife and wife, or husband and husband? (might I say, I had to re-type those two titles three times to 
get it right!)

As state courts, one-by-one, overturn constitutional amendments banning same sex marriage, our confidence and certainty 
increases. We celebrate our political and public victories with glee. We rest almost easy in the idea that it is only a matter of 
time until even the Supreme Court will grant us what is rightfully ours under the United States Constitution. We watch the polls 
and they too are in-step with a startling upward trajectory in the public’s support for marriage equality. 

So what does this mean besides celebrations, acknowledgement, recognition, and, some even say, increased stability for our 
relationships? Yea, even as legally married have access to the 1001 tax benefits of legal marriage: All so important, but is that 
all?  Because I have been married, not in a same sex relationship but in an opposite sex relationship, marriage also means to me 
divorce, legal complexities, heartbreak, even failure. 

I know-- how could I be so heartless to equate the happiness of marriage to the despair of divorce?  Because I have experienced 
it and I am old, I am partnered for 18 years, I am happy, and when I think of marriage, I cry!

OMG, I am saying that in public!

I’m just saying, be happy in the possibility of entering into a legal relationship with your beloved and also, contemplate and 
prepare for the “unlikely” possibility of divorce. It happens……

Sincerely, 

Penny 

Letter from the Prez
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(Continued from page 1)

In Memoriam

with the lives of those she has changed, 
lives that she has improved.  Everyone that 
I have spoken with during these last few 
days have been consistent with their sorrow, 
their praise, and have shared stories of the 
generous support that they received from 
Kaye and referenced that universal hug of 
hers.

Over the course of the last few days many 
have shared that Kaye loved LAAN. I 
believe this. During the last few days, 
however, I have asked myself what it was 
about LAAN that had instilled such passion 
in Kaye. Finally, and as ego-deflating as it 
was, I finally determined that her passion for 
LAAN had little to do with me, with the staff 
of LAAN, or the agency itself.  It was really 
about the people we serve. It could have 
likely been any agency that had given Kaye 
the opportunity to champion for those who 
needed a hero. She loved the agency simply 
because she was absolutely passionate about 
working against social injustice, helping 
the weakest among us, speaking out against 
stigmatization of all kinds, against racism, 
against homophobia, and against all forms 

of prejudice and inequity. LAAN was 
just fortunate that she had landed on our 
doorstep. I was fortunate that she had landed 
into my life. 

I have never met anyone, and I suspect that 
I never will, whose passion for the work she 
did was so clear and so directive. Kaye was 
a person of the cleanest integrity, honesty, 
loyalty, and compassion that you would ever 
hope to meet.  I believe that we all share that 
sense of appreciation for Kaye’s work and 
the manner in which she lived her life and 
impacted each one of us.

There was a vitality about Kaye that was 
present even as she began to close the last 
chapter of her life. That raucous laugh of her 
was present in each of my conversations with 
her even after she had left the agency, even 
as illness had swept over her. That laugh, 
her welcoming hug, and the brief peck of a 
kiss that became her greeting are things that 
I hope will remain with my spirit forever. 
I have lost a loving friend and mentor. We 
have all lost an agent of good and a guardian 
of truth. Kaye was indeed a superhero. I’d 
like to share a favorite quote of mine that I 
have used before but probably never more 
appropriately:

(Continued on page 8) (Continued on page 10)

Poll Shows Majority of Michigan 
Voters Support Marriage Equality and 
Consider Ban Unconstitutional

59% of Michigan voters believe the 
state’s ban on same-sex marriage is 
unconstitutional!!
A new poll of 600 registered voters in 
Michigan shows strong support for civil 
marriage equality in Michigan. According 
to the poll, 59% of Michigan voters believe 
that Michigan’s ban on same-sex marriage 
passed by voters in 2004 is unconstitutional. 
While courts around the nation debate the 
issue, 63% of Michigan voters support 
recognizing marriages from other states.  
Polls have consistently shown support for 
passage of marriage equality in Michigan, 
and this poll shows 56.2% of voters continue 
to support marriage equality. Opposition to 
same-sex marriage has dropped from 37.6% 
in May 2013 to 33.8% in February 2014.

Equality Michigan, the only statewide anti-
violence and advocacy organization serving 
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Raise Hope and  
Foster Dreams

by Christina Redmond

The 

Fact: It takes a 
significant commitment 
to say yes to becominga 
foster parent.  And sure, 
the experiences that 

come from fostering are life changing to 
say the least.But one piece of the equation 
that remains true for our foster parents is 
the stronger their support system, themore 
reassurance received that no, you don’t have (Continued on page 7)

(Continued from page 1)

Inclusion

myself, as sometimes, when contemplating 
an issue that is seemingly endless and 
widespread, we may feel as though we 
have little voice. It was with a little positive 
prompting from some of the fantastic LAHR 
board members that I came to realize that 
the potential for any individual to ignite 
change is real and it is powerful. Instead of 
focusing on the wealth of individuals who 
stand in resistance to change, I am keeping 
the mindset that the real key to surpassing 
resistance is in connecting the individuals 
who stand with change and share a common 
interest in enhancing LGBTQ inclusion 
within Boy Scouts of America. I will provide 
more details about the BSA project in future 
newsletters and until then any comments, 
questions, and suggestions can be sent to me 
at msteph311@gmail.com. 

to be a perfect parent to be a foster parent.  
In fact, don’t try to be because parenting 
is all about learning and teaching in the 
moment while overcoming hiccups along 
the way.

The most profound reality is this…the 
number of foster parents is unlikely to rise 
unless interested adults can be reasonably 
confident they won’t end up struggling alone 
and ill-supported.  What would happen if 
people found out that there were several 
foster parents within their city and county 
that could listen, call, genuinely empathize, 
and give parenting tips in a time of need?  
What would happen if people knew about 
the foster parent support groups that 
agencies provide so they could connect with 
a complete community of individuals who 
are traveling the same journey: traveling the 
path of helping to save a vulnerable child?

Did you know…

You can become a licensed foster parent 
to provide short-term respite for a foster 
child?

Providing respite is a perfect opportunity 
St. Patrick’s Day is March 17th
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March LGBT Dinner Group 
LGBT DINNER AT 
AIRPORT TAVERN  

Friday MARCH 21, 
6:30 pm
by Gary Hicks, Host

The March LGBT 
dinner will be held at 

the Airport Tavern and Steakhouse, 5000 N. 
Grand River Ave, Lansing on Friday, March 
21, at 6:30 pm.  This restaurant is a local 
favorite for steaks and prime rib; it also offers 
pasta bowls, salads, and fish.  It is located 
west of the airport and east of Waverly Rd.  
  
A record crowd of 28, including several 
couples from the Battle Creek area, enjoyed 
our February dinner at Piazzano’s. 

All members of the Lansing area LGBT 
community, including students, are welcome 
to attend these monthly dinners.  We usually 
average at least 10 to 15 friendly people, and 
newcomers are always welcome.  Bring a 
partner/spouse, friend, family member or 
come on your own and meet some friendly 
people in our community.  These informal 
dinners are usually held the third Friday of 
each month at a different restaurant in the 
area and provide an opportunity to socialize 
over a casual meal.  

Please RSVP to Gary at hickslaw@gmail.
com by 3 pm on Friday, March 21, if you 
plan to attend so we know how much seating 
to request.

Then & Now
by Don Gaudard 

Jury Discrimination 
Stopped

In a landmark ruling, 
a federal appeals court 
has held in the case of 

SmithKline Beecham v. Abbott Laboratories 
that lawyers cannot exclude potential jurors 
from a jury based on their sexual orientation 
— a ruling whose underlying rationale could 
have broad consequences.

The 9th Circuit Court of Appeals held that 
discrimination based on sexual orientation is 
subject to heightened scrutiny — a decision 
the court concluded has been made, though 
not in word, by the Supreme Court itself.  

In fact, the Supreme Court has been 
judiciously avoiding this issue, dispensing 
pro-gay decisions while skirting the issue of 
the level of scrutiny required to decide those 
cases.

By holding sexual orientation subject to 
heightened scrutiny, the 9th Circuit has now 
created a conflict among the Circuits since 
the other Circuits apply a rational basis test.  
A conflict among the Circuits is usually a 
guarantee that the Supreme Court will grant 
certiorari (a hearing) to resolve the conflict 
so as to enforce a uniform body of law 
throughout the country.

Although equal protection claims based 
on sexual orientation have previously been 
judged under the lowest level of review in 
the 9th Circuit, called rational basis review, 
this 3-judge panel unanimously held that a 
higher standard now applies.

In recounting the reason for the change, 
Judge Reinhardt examined the Supreme 
Court’s decision in Edith Windsor’s case 
challenging the Defense of Marriage Act 
(DOMA).  

Writing for the panel, Reinhardt penned:

Windsor review is not rational basis 
review.  In its words and its deed, 
Windsor established a level of scrutiny 
for classifications based on sexual 
orientation that is unquestionably higher 
than rational basis review.  In other 
words, Windsor requires that heightened 
scrutiny be applied to equal protection 

claims involving sexual orientation.

Under heightened scrutiny in which equal 
protection claims are considered using more 
stringent tests, Judge Reinhardt concluded 
that Batson — a Supreme Court case barring 
juror strikes based on race — also applies to 
strikes based on sexual orientation.

Reinhardt wrote:

This appeal’s central question is whether 
equal protection prohibits discrimination 
based on sexual orientation in jury selection.  
We must first decide whether classifications 
based on sexual orientation are subject to a 
standard higher than rational basis review.  

We hold that such classifications are subject 
to heightened scrutiny.  We also hold that 
equal protection prohibits peremptory 
strikes based on sexual orientation 
[peremptory challenge: the right to challenge 
a juror without being required to assign� a 
reason for the challenge] and remand for a 
new trial.

The court concluded that Abbott 
Laboratories had decided to strike a juror 
because he was gay in a lawsuit brought 
by SmithKline Beecham over a licensing 
agreement relating to HIV medication.  

During questioning of the prospective 
juror, the prospective juror mentioned 
“his partner” on several occasions; the 
prospective juror then acknowledged having 
several friends who had AIDS.  Abbott 
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All I’m Saying
by Dan Boutell

What I learned  
this Winter

I’m sure most of you 
are pretty sick of the 
winter we have had this 

year.  I know that I am.  I was a kid the last 
time I remember having winter with this 
much snow.  Seriously, it’s been that long.  
This is definitely one for the record books.  
I think I’ve seen that this year may be the 
third snowiest on record?  I’m not sure.  As 
I write this, we still have a few more weeks 
to go so, who knows what the final amount 
will shake out to be.

This winter has offered me a lot of time 
for reflection.  I have realized many things 
about myself and others around me.  One 
thing I learned was that as the weeks 
progressed, and as I continued to drive in 
horrible road conditions day after day and 
week after week, I found that my mood, 
and the way I treated people, got worse and 
worse.  I had about had it a few days before 

we went on vacation.  Then, I was able to 
spend time in the sun and sand.  Since, I’ve 
gotten back, I’m still over it but, not as out 
of sorts as I was.

Another thing I learned was that I was not 
prepared for any type of natural disaster.  
We were some of the unfortunate people 
that lost power after the ice storm at 
Christmas.  We had no power for seven 
days, including Christmas.  After we lost 
power, we didn’t have enough wood for 
the fireplace, all our flashlights had dead 
batteries, we had no generator or kerosene 
heater, and we had no other lights besides 
small flashlights.  We spent the first 
two days without power trying to locate 
supplies and keep our house warm with just 
our fireplace but, of course, everything was 
sold out.  We tried for two days to find a 
generator.  Even people at work were trying 
to find one for me.  We eventually heard 
about a store in town getting about 100 of 
them.  We put ourselves on a list and were 
able to go back in the next day and buy it.  
Also, I don’t work in town so, I was able to 
get supplies and wood somewhere else.

I learned that everyone has a breaking 
point and for most people it happens about 

three or four days after they lose modern 
conveniences.  Trust me. I witnessed it first 
hand during the ice storm and subsequent 
power outage.  If you lose power, water, 
heat, a car, or any other thing you mostly 
take for granted these days, you tend to 
reach a point where you are, “Mad as Hell 
and not going to take it anymore”!

So, since the Icemageddon of 2013 I have 
done a few things differently.  I have been 
taking Vitamin D to curb my mood and I 
have bought a bin to stock with emergency 
supplies in the event of another disaster. 
Now, if I could just get in a better mood 
and stock it up, I would be all set. Happy 
Spring!

Tell me what you think.  Comments (hopefully 
positive) are always welcome. Write me at 
allimsaying@yahoo.com.

Daylight Savings Time

begins March 9 at 2 a.m.

Don’t forget to change your 
clocks to

Spring Ahead!
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Pastor Bonnie
by Rev. Bonnie 
Tarwater

Rise! Release! 
Dance!

Earth Day is one of the 
holiest days of the year, 

coming up on April 22nd this year. Please 
join us at Edgewood United Church as we 
celebrate with a “water communion” and 
Earth Day Festival.  www.edgewooducc.
org   We invite you to bring a small vile of 
water and share how you have experienced 
water as sacred. This water will later be 
used as holy water here at our church.  
Our bodies and the earth are made up 
mostly of water.  The water cycles remind 
us of our oneness with all life forms 
in creation.  Both ecology and world 
mystical traditions teach us that we are 
One, an interconnected web of life. We are 
now at a historic time when we must have 
a raising of consciousness to experience 
and relate to all life forms in love knowing 
our interconnectedness and oneness. 

Jesus’ Third Way and the nonviolent 
revolutions in human history have been 
brilliantly effective, but too often left out 
of history books. India used nonviolence  
and ended British colonialism, the civil 
rights movement here in the  US, led by a 
Christian minister, Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King was massively successful and based 
in nonviolence and community. It is time 

to heal the earth and women’s bodies in 
the same spirit of collective community 
rising.  Dancing, moving together, bodies 
in motion,  healing, transforming, joined 
in the creative work of holy imagination. 
We must think globally and act locally 
in events like the inspiring One Billion 
Rising this last Valentine’s Day. 

 One Billion Rising for Justice was a 
global event that brought people from 
many countries together to dance.  The 
event taught about the horrific reality that 
one billion women and girls on our earth 
will be raped or beaten in their lifetime. 
What we have done to the earth, we have 
done to women’s bodies.  Jesus’ Third 
Way teaches  that we must evolve and 
not give in to the natural fight or flight 
response to violence. We must learn to 
find a third creative way, never repaying 
violence and aggression with more of 
the same, and never being the victim and 
giving up and being a door mat.  One 
Billion Rising calls us to “Rise, Release 
and Dance” to demand justice for all 
survivors of gender violence. What an 
inspiration! Almost 200 countries danced 
in a global campaign to end violence 
against women and girls. As we dance 
we dream of a new future, and heal 
from the past by telling our stories in 
creative movement and safe celebratory 
community. 

Unprecedented in its global vision, One 
Billion Rising connects us to the holy 
creative power that is in all of us and 
in our interconnectedness.  Together in 

sacred community we experience our 
holy power, for as Alice Walker says, “ 
The most common way people give up 
their power is by thinking they don’t have 
any. “ We are all sacred children of God 
with divinity at our core, who need to be 
empowered to our sacred nature.  We are 
also stronger than the sum of our parts as 
we recognize that God is a process and 
relationship, God is the dance, movement, 
healing, transformation and consciousness 
raising. May we Rise every Earth Day and 
Valentine’s Day and every day of the year 
with hope for the future.  If you want to 
heal someone or something you must love 
it.  May we make holy connections with 
our bodies and the earth as we learn about 
our oneness this Earth Day and Valentine’s 
Day.  AND “Every Day is Earth Day!” 
“Every Day is Valentine’s Day!”

to give foster parents a break while still 
changing the life of a foster child.  It’s a 
way to refresh both foster parents and the 
child, and offer critical support to maintain 
healthy functioning.  Ingham County is in 
need of individuals and families willing 
to not only be an impact for child in care, 
but also be that shoulder in a time of need 
for a foster parent…event if it’s only for a 
season.

To find out how you can help make a 
difference, email Christina Redmond at 
redmondc2@michigan.gov or call 517-
775-2693.

Ingham County DHS is hosting its next 
Orientation on Tuesday, March 11th from 
9am – 12pm and again on Thursday, 
March 27th from 5pm – 8pm

at the Ingham County Human Services 
Building (Door 3) located at 5303 S Cedar 
Street, Lansing, Michigan 48911

Can’t make this time? We can schedule 
an orientation at your home to answer 
all of your questions about being a foster 
parent or how you can help a child in care!  
Just call Christina Redmond, Licensing 
Specialist, at 517-775-2693 to schedule 
a convenient time and see how you can 
make a difference in the life of a foster 
child. 

~~Raising hope and fostering dreams, 
Christina Redmond, Licensing Specialist

(Continued from page 4)

Raise Hope and  
Foster Dreams
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Patrick & Michael Krause
March 9
18 years

Carol Wood
Councilmember At-Large

Serving you on Council since 2000

Office 517 483-4188
Home 517 482-0213

Email cwood@lansingmi.gov
www.carolwood.posterous.com
www.carolwoodforlansing.com

Developments in Elderly 
LGBT Project

by Jillian Knapp

To recap my project 
originally consisted of 
LAHR board members 
and I creating a 
survey to hand out to 
Lansing senior housing 
facilities and nursing 
homes on the matters 

of senior centers affirming environments 
for elderly LGBT individuals.  Some of the 
questions include LGBT specific training 
of staff, LGBT information provided to 
residence, anti-discrimination polices, and 
LGBT marketing efforts. These surveys 
are being used to rate each facility on their 
affirming environments towards the aging 
LGBT residents. 

To gain more insight and background on the 
issue I had a meeting with Anne Hughes, 
one of the creators of “Greater Lansing 
Guide to Aging Services for the LGBTQI 
Community.” Anne informed me that when 
originally creating the guide in 2010 and 
2011 her team had the same idea to survey 
the senior facilities and rate them on how 
affirming their environments were towards 

elderly LGBT individuals.  The problem was 
that ALL of the facilities’ directors did not 
have a clue that elderly LGBT individuals 
could have been living in their senior 
centers.  None of the facilities had LGBT 
policies, LGBT sensitivity training, or 
LGBT sensitivity material.  In the end there 
was no way to rate the facilities because 
each one was on the same level in that they 
had no practices or policies including aging 
LGBT individuals. 

Penny Gardner, the LAHR board members, 
and I have decided to go forward and 
complete our project.  It has been three to 
four years since the facilities were originally 
surveyed so hopefully some policies and 
practices that include LGBT individuals 
have been implemented. With all the work 
that SAGE (Services and Advocacy for Gay, 
Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender Elders) 
and the Nation Resource Center on LGBT 
Ageing has done in the past couple years 
for the aging LGBT community hopefully 
some of that awareness has affected Lansing 
senior centers. For the facilities that have 
not implemented LGBT policies I am going 
to offer them information and resources 

that can help them include elderly LGBT 
practices into their senior center. 

I have just started calling facilities and 
distributing the survey we have created.  I 
am interested to see what the results of that 
survey will be this time around.  If readers 
have any information or stories about their 
experiences with health care facilities or 
senior centers feel free to share it with me at 
knappjil@msu.edu.

When through one person 
A little more love 

And goodness. 
A little more light 

And truth 
Come into the World 

Than that person’s life 
Has had meaning.

Kaye’s life had tremendous meaning. 
For that and for so many reasons she will 
forever be my hero. 

(Continued from page 3)

In Memoriam
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Bullying: Have We Found 
a Solution?

by Michael T. 
Robinson, LAHR 
Intern

My research this 
week has led me 
to a wonderful, 
progressive step 
towards major school 

reform—restorative justice. This concept 
is designed to strengthen relationships, 
and encourages respect and responsibility 
among students. This isn’t necessarily 
just a way of preventing bullying, but is a 
complete change to how schools go about 
discipline to gain a more desired outcome.

Restorative justice doesn’t focus on rules 
being broken, but instead on the people 
and relationships that may have been 
harmed. Commonly bullying victims are 
ignored because they didn’t do anything 
wrong, and the bully is punished, but a 
restorative practice would make sure that 
both are involved in finding a solution to 
the problem or a way of rectifying it. 

This creates positive dialogue for the 
person affected, encourages the offender 
to take responsibility, builds stronger 
relationships and a sense of community, 
and enhances collaborative problem 

solving. I believe this to be a great way 
to eliminate certain kinds of bullying in 
schools and give students an emotional 
competency along with their normal 
educational goals. 

In 2013, “more than 
1,400 children reported 
experiencing racist 
bullying and sought its 
counseling services as 
a result,” according to 
ChildLine—a children’s 
charity. The reason I am 
highlighting this form 
of bullying is because 
I think that bullying 
based on height, size, 
style, etc. can largely 
be seen as wrong when 
addressed through 
restorative justice or 
any type of productive 
dialogue—race isn’t 
so simple. Racism 
and discrimination 
on grounds of sexual 
orientation, gender, etc., 
will take more work to 
solve than other forms 
of bullying because 
children will find it more 
difficult to see that what 
they did was indeed 
wrong when they are 

simply reiterating things their families 
have said, what they get from media 
sources, social media, etc.   

(Continued on page 10)
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struck the juror from the jury pool using a 
peremptory challenge.

Examining the history of discrimination 
faced by gays and lesbians, Reinhardt then 
applied that to the questions raised about the 
potential juror’s exclusion, writing:

Strikes exercised on the basis of sexual 
orientation continue this deplorable 
tradition of treating gays and lesbians as 
undeserving of participation in our nation’s 
most cherished rites and rituals.  They tell 
the individual who has been struck, the 
litigants, other members of the venire, and 
the public that our judicial system treats 
gays and lesbians differently.  They deprive 

individuals of 
the opportunity 
to participate 
in perfecting 
democracy and 
guarding our 
ideals of justice 
on account of a 
characteristic that 
has nothing to do 
with their fitness to 
serve.

(Continued from page 9)

Bullying

We need to acknowledge that we cannot 
hide our children from discrimination 
because it was how the United States of 
America came to be and is still very much 
a part of our culture—which is reminded 
to us when Coca-Cola has an inclusive 
commercial or when someone of color 
wins Miss America and social media is 
flooded with racist comments. To solve 
this issue in schools is to address it in all 
aspects of society, and it cannot be done 
by sugar-coating—we need to seriously 
address discrimination and inform our 
children so that they will be able to discern 
fact from hate. 

the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender 
(LGBT) communities of Michigan, is helping 
to lead a coalition effort to bring marriage 
equality to Michigan.

Emily Dievendorf, Equality Michigan’s 
managing director said “Michigan voters 
know that the tide is turning for marriage 
equality across the nation, and they do not 
want to be living in a state that is considered 
behind the times.  I sincerely hope that Judge 
Friedman will recognize this month what this 
poll shows our citizens already know, that 
Michigan’s ban on same-sex marriages has 
to go. Equality Michigan looks forward to 
working with our coalition partners around 
the state to move toward equality and progress 
for ALL Michiganders by repealing that ban 
and finally bringing marriage equality to 
Michigan. The people have spoken and now 
we have to win this battle whether the route to 
equality is through the courts, the ballot box or 
the state capitol.”

The survey was commissioned by Equality 
Michigan and conducted by the Glengariff 
Group over January 29 - February 1, 2014, 
it has a margin of error of +/-4.0% with 95% 
level of confidence.

Equality Michigan has worked passionately 
for over 20 years to achieve full equality and 
respect for all people in Michigan regardless 
of sexual orientation, gender identity

10 Lansing Association for Human Rights - GLBT News



SUNDAY
• Williamston United Methodist Church, Michigan’s first reconciling 

congregation, Sunday Service 10am; 211 S. Putnam, Williamston, MI  
(517)655-2430 or msusue@gmail.com

• Covenant Life Worship Center - noon (Wed. 7:30 p.m.) - 1380 Haslett Rd., 
Haslett - Phil & Marilyn Parmelee at 339-9590, www.clwcchurch.com

• First Presbyterian Church - LAHR Institutional Member - Sunday service at 10 a.m. 
510 W. Ottawa St. - contact Tracy at 482-0668 or tweldon@lansingfirstpres.org

• Light House Chapel - An Open and Affirming Church - LGBT friendly-11:00 a.m. 
service - 1501 Windsor St., Lansing, 48906. Contact (517) 394-2080 for info.

• All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 800 
Abbot, East Lansing.

• Edgewood United Church of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 
469 N. Hagadorn, East Lansing

• Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 9:15am & 
11:15am, 85 Grove, East Lansing

• Volleyball - With warm weather  -  1:00 – 5:00 – Sharp Park north of the Lansing Mall.  
For information, contact Bill at 337-1419 or email  beachlerb@sbcglobal.net.

• Fellowship for Today - 5:30 p.m. - Open & Affirming - Lansing Korean United 
Methodist Church, 2400 E. Lake Lansing Rd., E. Lansing – contact (517) 337-4070 
or info@fellowshipfortoday.org.

• Unity of Greater Lansing - (www.unityofgreaterlansing.org) New address:15851 
Old U.S. 27, Bldg 20 Crown Pointe Business Park (1 blk North of State Rd)  
Lansing, MI 48906 517-371-3010  10:30am-Sunday Service.

• Red Cedar Friends Quaker Meeting - 1400 Turner Street, Lansing.  Meetings for 
Worship in the manner of friends Sundays 9:00 to 10:00 am & 10:30 - 11:30  am.  
Childcare available.  Open and Affirming.

MONDAY
• LGBT AA meeting - 7:30 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South Harrison, in 

East Lansing.
• Social Knit Night - 2nd Monday of each month. 6:30 - 9:00 p.m., 319 S. Waverly Rd.
• Gay Bowling - Every Monday. Location changed back to Spare Time on 

July 2.  Starts at 9pm until midnight – A benefit for Michigan Pride. For 
information,contact Shelly at shelly@lansingcitypulse.com.

TUESDAY
• Grand River Connection - 4th Tuesday casual group for the “creative class.” 

Sign-up and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com.
• Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at 6:30 p.m.
• LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus - Weekley rehearsals are at the Molly Grove 

Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at 510 W. Ottawa St. in downtown Lansing 
from 7:00-9:00 pm. To email: info@lansingout.org or visit the website at  
www.lansingout.org.

• Michigan Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender & Straight Allies of Faith Working 
for Justice for All - 6:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m. the third Tuesday of each month in 
Lansing at a different spiritual place – contact Khristian at (586) 801-5427 or 
kspeelman@afsc.org  - www.faithactionnetwork.org

WEDNESDAY
• Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the Month - the 

location changes each month - please visit www.suitsandthecity.com for the 
location or to contact the organization.

• Karaoke Night - 9:00 p.m. at Esquire
• Sistrum, Lansing Womens Chorus - 7-9pm, Wed. at Central United Methodist 

Church, 215 N Capitol, Lansing. www.sistrum.org
• Just B Yoga and Tai Chi, LLC - FREE community yoga class, 6 p.m. - 7:15 p.m. 

Wednesdays, 106 Island Avenue, REO Town, Lansing. This is a flowing yoga class 
for all levels. Just B loves the LGBT community and encourages all to explore the 
benefits of cultivating a healthy body-mind connection. Come early. Space fills fast.  
Mats are available. More info: www.justbyoga.com 517-488-5260

THURSDAY
• Bingo - 7:00 p.m. at Esquire

FRIDAY
• Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Friday at 4:30pm in Gannon 

Building Chavez Room 262 LCC GSA. Adviser Chris Green szmadzic@lcc.edu 
• LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:45 a.m. second Friday at Meditaran at 333 S. 

Washington, credit cards accepted! Contact Greg at MILatino@aol.com
• LGBT AA meeting, 6:30 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, South 

Harrison, in East Lansing
• LAHR Friday Night Dinner - 6:30 p.m. on third Friday of the month.  Meets at 

different restaurant each month.  Contact Gary at garyatmsu@aol.com 

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
PO Box 80976  Lansing, MI 48908-0976

or call (517) 267-9299 or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/8 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler 
517-337-1419 or 

email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted 
in electronic format, 

preferably in a EPS format. 

Pay for 6 months in advance and 
get one month free! 

Calendar of Events!

SATURDAY
• LAHR Breakfast Club - 10 a.m. 4th Saturday each month. Contact Bill for 

location and questions at 337-1419 or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net
VARIES

• Equality Band of Michigan – Rehearsals have been Sunday at 5:00 or Monday 
at 7:00 at Everybody Reads, 2019 E. Michigan Ave. in Lansing.  For exact 
information, contact Gary at ghicks5200@aol.com or 517-525-1732

The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve 
the quality of life for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people 
throughout the greater Lansing area through Civil rights activities, com-
munications, education, social events and supportive services.

Membership &Subscription Information

Join LAHR Today!

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ______________________________________________________________________

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support its activities 
by enclosing my contribution of:

 $15.00 Limited income membership includes the monthly LGBT 
News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $20.00 or more $_______Individual membership includes the 
monthly LGBT News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $40.00 or more $_______Family membership includes the monthly 
LGBT News, Association voting rights for up to two (2) individuals in the 
household, and a tax deduction.

 $100.00 Institutional membership includes membership, 3 ads in The 
LGBT News, monthly listing in the Newsletter Calendar and listing on the 
LAHR website.

Please make checks payable and return to: LAHR, PO Box 14009, Lansing, MI 48901-4009
or visit LAHRonline.org and donate via pay pal.

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt. 

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.

I want my LAHR newsletter           mailed to my home             e mailed to me
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