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Successful 
Holiday 
Concert
by Bill Beachler, 
Publisher

The LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus 
performed their excellent holiday concert 
at the Presbyterian Church downtown 
December 6 and 7, 2014.  A large crowd 
of approximately 300 people attended 
and comments following the concert were 
overwhelmingly positive.  See the picture 
included with this article.

Peter Morse, Artistic Director, commented, 
“I’m thrilled that his year’s concert 
is a wonderful collaboration between 
LanSINGout and many guest.”  There was a 
guest conductor, Megan Higle, the new Music 
Director at the Lansing First Presbyterian 
Church.  Returning was the First Presbyterian 

LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus in their festive reindeer dress during the successful Holiday Concert

The collaboration of the LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus and all their wonderful guests performing 
during the conclusion of the sucessful Holiday Concert

Bell Choir, who are always a joy to hear.  
Adding even more diversity to the wonderful 
sounds of the concert was the Roses Brass 
Quintet.  Returning also was the outstanding 
Accompanist David Wiseman.

The chorus, including approximately 25 
members, performed a variety of well 
done selections, with the concert having 
an outstanding ending, which included the 
Bell Choir performing the beautiful White 
Christmas, the chorus performing the 
traditional Peace, Peace and everyone joining 
in a Merry Christmas Medley.

If you would like to join this excellent chorus, 
you will have an opportunity – auditions for 
the Spring, 2015 concert, “Music From the 
Other Side:  Songs Traditionally Sung By 
Women” will be held Tuesday, January 6, 
2015 at 6:15 p,m, and Tuesday< January 13, 
2015 at 6:15 p.m.  For more information, 
check out the Chorus website at www.
lansinigout.org or the Chorus LanSINGout 
Facebook page. 

E-activism 
Final Report
by Madison Fitzgerald, 
LAHR Intern

E-activism, specifically 
activism which takes 

place on social media, is largely increasing 
as a form of activism and outreach.  It 
connects the younger, technologically-active 
generations with the older, experienced 
activist generations.  It increases visibility, 
which generates larger interest in 
organizations and creates opportunities 
for organizations to open new avenues 
of discussion.  The LGBT community 
especially benefits from having their 
organizations available on social media and 
the wider internet.  There is a level of safety 
in being able to find a community where one 
belongs anonymously that cannot be found 
in person sometimes.

For LAHR, having an existing website 
and Facebook page is excellent, but from 
my email survey, I noticed these forms of 
e-activism aren’t well utilized by LAHR 
members.  One suggestion I have for the 
website may be to include a “calendar of 
upcoming events” on the main page, which 
could include events LAHR is both hosting 
and participating in but also events of 
organizations LAHR has partnered with in 
the past.

For the Facebook page, I have a few 
suggestions that I believe would be 
feasible based on what I understand 
about the organization after a semester 
of work.  Ask one question a week that 
prompts discussion; this means they can’t 
be simple yes-or-no questions.  Good 
ones start with what, how, and why, such 
as “What was it like for you the first time 
you told someone about your sexuality?” 
Host a giveaway contest on Facebook.  
For example, “What impact does LAHR 
have on your life? Best answer wins a 
free LAHR wristband!” People, especially 
college kids, love free stuff, and it 
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by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

Dear Reader, 

Well Dear Reader, Activist, Ally, Friend, Office Holder, Family, 

It is 15 years since the turn of the century.  I remember years ago thinking the turn of the century is years 
off, and now it has been 15 years since it turned! Time flies, just in case that is a new idea for you.  It goes 
faster and faster as one ages, I’m just sayin….

For the New Year, I wish first and foremost, is for the Supreme Court to hear the Equality of Marriage 
issue.  We as individuals are limited to what we can do to get it on their calendar.  One crucial thing though we can do is to 
support those organizations working night and day to make that happen.  Several come to mind in Michigan:  ACLU, Freedom 
to Marry, and Equality Michigan….and LAHR at a distance.  And or volunteer to assist these organizations in their efforts.

Second for the New Year, I look forward to more interns from the MSU Gender Center, working with LAHR.  We have had 
some champion interns in the past, with several joining the Board of LAHR after their internships have been completed.  
Interns are like a breath of fresh air to all of us who have served LAHR over the years.  They offer us new energy, research, 
information, and they let us know we are important in the work that we do.  I like that.   

And third, your LAHR Board has a couple of vacancies. Won’t you please consider joining us for a mere year or two?  We 
welcome you with open arms.  Your special interests and talents brought to the leadership of LAHR will benefit all of us.  
LAHR holds an elevated place in the hearts and minds of our community. We have a long history of being there for all LGBT 
and our friends and families for over 40 years.  Join us. You’ll be glad you did.

And finally dear all of you, a so very wonderful 2015 to you and yours, may there also be peace in the world and in the hearts 
and minds of each and every one of us. . 

Sincerely, Penny 

Letter from the Prez

(Continued from page 1)
Final Report
encourages them to join in discussions 
where no prizes are involved.  Post about 
upcoming events, at least twice: once a 
couple of weeks before and once the day 
before, 

always include links whenever links 
are available, and keep a link on your 
Facebook page to your website’s calendar. 
When the event is over, post pictures! 

Have at least one person designated with a 
smart phone or a camera to take pictures, 
but also accept pictures from anyone 
at the event—this shows individual’s 
experiences and the community promoted 
by LAHR. Share articles from notable 
journals, newspapers, magazines, blogs, 
etc. about topics closely related to what 
the organization is focusing on a given 
time.  Most importantly, advertise about 
your social media at every event you host, 
in your newsletter, and on your website.

These changes are not necessarily quick, 
and may be best implemented one at a time. 
Not all of them will be successful, but some 
of them will absolutely generate responses; 
follow those! Your followers will know 
what they want to see, and so I recommend 
the first course of action should be to ask 
on Facebook this question: “What kinds of 
changes would you like to see LAHR make 
on our Facebook page?” This will tell you, 
absolutely, what your audience wants to see. 
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Coming Out 
Day 2014: 
Call to Action
 
by Dawn Smith,  
LAHR Board

National Coming Out Day was first 
celebrated on Oct. 11, 1988, exactly one year 
after the historic March On Washington for 
Lesbian and Gay Rights (National Coming 
Out Day 2014: LGBT Whisper Users On 
Acknowledging Their Sexuality In The 
Open).  We just celebrated its 26th year.  
National Coming Out Day remains a time 
for both celebration and contemplation.  It 
is a day which provides an opportunity for 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer 
(LGBTQ) people to share who they are. 
Sharing personal stories can be healing and 
cleansing for the person sharing, but it also 
creates a space for those people that have not 
come out yet.  This space says “It is okay. 
I’ve been there. You are not alone.”

There are many benefits to “telling your 
story”.  Emotional, autobiographical 
storytelling means writing about events and 
people that have mattered to you in your 
own life--not just describing the facts of your 
lives. Sharing your story of your journey to a 
place where you can be true to yourself can 
begin the healing process.  Research shows 
that even brief autobiographical storytelling 
exercises can have substantial impacts on 
psychological and physical health even 
months after the storytelling (Resilience 

and…..4 Benefits to Sharing Your Story).  
Coming Out Day is a celebration of the 
process. It is a joyful expression of the 
hardships, and joys, of making the decision 
to come out to family, friends, coworkers.  
It is a personal statement of the trials and 
tribulations experienced before, during, and 
after coming out.  It is a joining together of 
kindred spirits and raising united voices and 
saying this is my life, this is my story, and I 
am going to live and tell it. 

While it is important to tell our own 
personal coming out story, it is also 
important to continue sharing our stories.  
The climate has changed.  In 1988, the 
time of the first National Coming Out Day, 
the struggle to be accepted was louder 
and more prominent.  In the last 16 years, 
our struggle has changed.  While each 
individual has to struggle through their 
own process of coming out, mainstream 
America is more accepting of gay, lesbian, 

transgender, and queer folk. The majority 
of Americans accept LGBTQ people.  The 
common people support marriage equality.  
We are part of the mainstream.  But the 
laws have not caught up.

So the fight is far from over.  It is still vitally 
important to celebrate our “coming out” by 
sharing our stories.  Come out and tell about 
your partner and your family and your desire 
to be married to the love of your life.  Come 
out and tell about children that want their 
mommies to be married.   Come out and 
tell about the discrimination experienced 
at work due to being LGBTQ.  Come out 
and tell your friends, neighbors, politicians, 
clerks, and acquaintances your story, your 
life.  Because when it becomes personal, 
people make changes.  Share your stories so 
people will realize that we are everywhere, 
living normal lives, and the laws and rights 
of our country need to reflect the lives and 
yearnings of the people it represents.  

Washington /  
Lansing Responds
State Representative Andy Schor 
Responds to a LAHR Member:

Subject:   LGBT Rights

I have always been very open about my 
position on the importance issue of LGBT 
rights. As a County Commissioner and as a 
State Representative, I have spoken out in 
support of LGBT-related issues and have 
co-sponsored relevant legislation as it has 
been introduced in the House. I support 
amending the Elliot-Larson Civil Rights Act 
to include sexual orientation, gender identity, 

and gender expression because I believe that 
members of our LGBT community deserve 
to be treated fairly and equally under the 
law. As such, I am a co-sponsor of HB 5804 
and am disappointed that the Speaker of the 
House has indicated that he will not bring 
this up for a vote. I am also disappointed 
that the Governor has not expressed 
support for this bill. I would oppose any 
amendment to this bill that adds a loophole 
through a religious exemption, and would 
oppose dividing the LGBT community 
by only including certain members of that 
community in the legislation. 

I opposed and voted against the Proposal 
2 of 2004, which amended the Michigan 
Constitution to ban people of the same 
sex to marry. Writing discrimination into 
Michigan’s Constitution was an unfortunate, 

sad action on behalf of our state. Such 
discrimination is simply unjust; it singles 
out a group of people and categorizes them 
as second-class citizens. I feel that our 
Constitution was designed to ensure, protect, 
and expand the individual liberties of 
Michiganders-not restrict and reduce them. 
I have co-sponsored HJR V and support 
repealing this ban. Additionally, as a County 
Commissioner I voted for a resolution 
allowing Ingham County employees to 
have domestic partner benefits and was 
disappointed when Governor Snyder 
and the Republican Legislature passed a 
law preventing domestic partner benefits 
for governmental employees (the Public 
Domestic Partner Benefits Restriction Act). 
I then voted in support of the replacement 
which allowed people of either sex that live 
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Then & Now
On Children

by Don Gaudard

Adding some incentive 
for the Supreme Court 
to take up the marriage 
equality question during 

its current Term, the lawyers for the couples in 
Louisiana and in Michigan have told the Court 
that they are giving up a portion of their filing 
rights.  That gesture could lead the Court to 
schedule those two cases for the Justices’ first 
look as early as the private Conference set for 
Friday, January 9.

The Court now has five cases on the 
constitutional controversy over same-sex 
marriages, but only the Michigan (DeBoer 
v. Snyder) and Louisiana (Robicheaux v. 
George) cases are now in a position for early 
submission to the Justices.  If the Court were 
to choose to hold all five cases until all are 
ready, however, that could slow the process 
considerably.

Under the Supreme Court rules, the two sides 
in an appeal have a right to file papers — a 
Petition for Certiorari (a hearing) and then 
an answering brief.  The rules, however, also 
allow the side that filed the cert petition to 
file a reply brief.  Ordinarily, the Court’s staff 
does not send a case on to the Justices until 
after all of those files are submitted.

In both the Michigan and Louisiana cases, 
state officials have filed their answering 
briefs, urging the Court to grant the couples’ 
cert petitions and to move on to decide the 
constitutional power of states to refuse to both 
allow same-sex marriages and to recognize 
already-performed same-sex marriages – both 
in-state and out-of-state.  In letters sent to the 
Court recently, the Louisiana couples said 
they would not use their option to file a reply 
brief, and the Michigan couples have said the 
same.

The Court holds a regular private conference 
every Friday at which time they vote on how 
to decide the cases on which oral argument 
was held that week and who are going to 
write the majority and the minority opinions 
in those cases.  In addition, they also vote on 

which Petitions for 
Certiorari to grant 
and which to deny.  
The results of the 
Friday conference 
are available every 
Monday morning 
at 9:30 a.m. at 
SCOTUSBLOG.
COM.

with a county employee to utilize county 
benefits.

I also believe that same-sex couples deserve 
access to the same economic security, 
legal protections, and peace of mind that is 
enjoyed by heterosexual married couples 
and support the rights of same sex couples 
to adopt children together. Same sex couples 
should be able to jointly adopt a child and 
the adopted children deserve the security of 
two legally recognized parents. As such, I 
co-sponsored HB 4060 which would allow 
for this.

This debate isn’t about politics-it’s 
about millions of real families and the 
basic protections that all families need 
and deserve. It’s well past time for 
discrimination against lesbians, gays, 
bisexuals, and transgender people to come 
to an end. We still have a lot of work to do 
to ensure all LGBT individuals have access 
to their basic rights and are protected from 
discrimination and mistreatment. I will 
continue to actively support legislation that 
will end this most unfair discrimination 
against the LGBT community. 

Thank you again for your input, and please 
feel free to contact my office with any other 
concerns.

Sincerely,   
Andy Schor, State Representative 

(Publisher’s Note – I 
have now received many 
emails from people, 
including my own, from 
governmental officials 
on a variety of subjects.  
Beginning in May, 2009, 
I will try to include one 
letter per month entitled 
“Washington / Lansing 
Responds.”  I hope these 
letters provide you a better 
understanding of where 
our elected officials stand 
on important LGBT issues 
and a better understanding 
of the issue.  If you receive 
responses, please email 
them to me.  Thank You!)

(Continued on page 5)

(Continued from page 3)

Washington / 
LansingResponds
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Of course, consideration at the first January 
Conference would not necessarily mean that 
the Justices would grant review then, but 
having the cases ready very likely would 
assure that, sometime in January, they could 
vote to grant review.  Any case granted in 
January has a very strong chance of being 
decided before the current Term ends in late 
June.

On October 6, the Court refused to hear the 
first round of same-sex marriages cases filed 
with it.  But, at that time, there was no split 
among the federal appeals courts on the 
basic constitutional questions; there is now, 
with the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth 
Circuit splitting off from the other circuits by 
upholding same-sex marriage bans in four 
states — including Michigan.

The Louisiana Petition For Certiorari 
Before Judgment seeks to test a federal 
trial judge’s ruling upholding that state’s 
ban on marriage equality, before the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth 
Circuit has a chance to conduct its own 
review of that prohibition.

Stay tuned!!

Welcoming 
All!
by Rev. Timothy Chon,
Presbyterian Church

During this Holiday Season, many who 
are both religious and spiritual will open 
their hearts once again to God in hope 
for a closer relationship with the divine. 
For Christians, the Seasons of 12 Days of 
Christmas including the New Year will be 
an opportunity to witness Jesus Christ in 
more intimate ways.

One of the challenging questions that most 
Christians Churches should face during 
this Holiday Season is whether to have an 
exclusive religious holiday celebration for 
its members or an inclusive celebration for 
all people.

In the South Entrance lobby of our church 
there is a parament with an image of 
an angel greeting all visitors with open 
arms. Some people see the angel as Mary 
and others see Jesus as well. The angelic 
image has no face, no ethnicity, no gender 
and no wings. In the Far East, angels are 
identified by heavenly dress with flowing 
ribbons as they deliver the good news to the 

oppressed. 

Recently, a 
couple of our 
church members 
added the colors 
of the rainbow 
to the ribbons 
that surround 
our welcoming 
angel displayed 
on three layers of 
burlap fabric. The 
addition of the 
spectrum colors 
expresses our 
faith community’s 

growing passion to become more inclusive 
as God’s Holy Family.

During the past year, I continuously hear 
prayerful comments from our Advent House 
Fellowship members as how much they 
appreciate our congregation worshiping at 
the Day Shelter and even more so for joining 
them and eating with them at the same table. 
I must also confess that even before we began 
worshiping on the 2nd Sunday of the month 
at the Day Shelter, some of the staff members 
and clients called me their pastor and invited 
our congregation to venture down to the Day 
Shelter to join them on Sunday Mornings. For 
such a wonderful welcoming community, I 
am deeply grateful to God!

Christian’s inclusive and loving relationship 
with all people is not an option but a 
requirement for living in a network of God’s 
Kingdom! I would like to prayerfully invite 
all of us to open our arms wide and be the 
welcoming angelic faces and colors to all 
God’s people! 

North Westminster Presbyterian Church 
743 North Martin Luther King Blvd 

Lansing, Michigan 

(Continued from page 4)
Then & Now
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Out at Work
Own your Pride or 
Sell it to the highest 
bidder?

by Frank Vaca, LAHR 
Vice President

As workers are we 
competing against 

each other to find the better process? 
Are the LGBT advocates doing that by 
cliquing together instead of inviting 
everyone to the table? Where’s the spirit 
of working together? Have we lost, before 
we started with the lack of competition 
of us against we?  Is our Silence and 
confusion, making the youth lost to us?

I am not trying to compete with others 
because I know no one wants to take my 

LAHR PAC 
Surveys 
by Joe Marutiak, 
LAHR PAC

Over the years LAHR 
PAC has sent out 1,000 of surveys to 
political candidates.  Each one contained 
some version of the question, “Do 
you have any connection to the LGBT 
community?.”  Most of the responses fit a 
pattern.  

• We are told about an LGBT relative.  

• Candidates used to inadvertently out 
someone else.  

• You would be surprised how many 
straight people have a gay best man in 
their wedding.  

But recently LAHR PAC received a survey 
that answered the question in a way that 
made me wonder if we should be asking it 
anymore. Ingham County Commissioner 
Kara Hope wrote, 

“I have LGBT family members and 
neighbors (and) friends.  But I oppose 
bigotry and discrimination whether it 
directly affects me personally or not.”

She is right of course.  We should all fight 
bigotry and discrimination regardless of 
our personal stake.   Our organization’s 
name says we are for “Human Rights” 
and we are all human.  Maybe we 
have reached the point we can assume 
everyone has some contact with the LGBT 
community and just ask what they have 
done to make things better.  I think it is a 
sign of progress.

place or will ever! It’s sort of like I was 
meant to be the one who was meant to 
hear the suffering. I was shocked to hear 
people say where’s my dollar in this? It’s 
kind of sad.

Willing, able, and gay heh... I sure would 
love to hear from the bottom of the totem 
pole. The spirit animals long ago hungered 
to protect their village, their tribe, and yet 
it’s easily sold for beads now. Forget the 
rainbows or Diversity in general.

How much is your pride? How much are 
you willing to be those on Wall Street to 
sell out not being out and open?

Ones that are Conventional of competition 
that cannot set up a better model or do 
better is thought as losers. I am sad to 
have heard we are suffering such as that 

Michigan Legislators 
Introduce Bills to 
Modernize Anti-
Discrimination Law

Equality Michigan applauds lawmakers 
for taking an important step to address 
LGBT discrimination by updating Elliott-
Larsen Civil Rights Act

Legislators in Michigan’s Senate and 
House of Representatives introduced 
updates to the 1976 Elliott-Larsen Civil 
Rights Act to include sexual orientation 
and gender identity. Polls show that voters 
in Michigan overwhelmingly support 
the effort, and numerous business and 
religious leaders have called for the 
legislation.

Equality Michigan, the statewide anti-
violence and advocacy organization 
serving Michigan’s lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender, and HIV affected 
communities, supports victims of anti-
LGBT discrimination in Michigan. The 
group has been working to modernize 
Michigan’s anti-discrimination laws for 
over twenty years.

Statement by Sommer Foster
Director of Political Advocacy, Equality 
Michigan

“Equality Michigan is pleased that the 
legislature is taking action to amend the 
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Out At Work LGBT Dinner Group 
January LGBT Dinner
At Tony M’s !  

 Friday, January 23, at 
6:30 pm

by Gary Hicks, Host

The January LGBT 
dinner will take place at Tony M’s Italian 
Restaurant on S. Creyts Rd in Lansing on 
Friday, January 23, at 6:30 p.m.

These monthly dinners are usually held 
the third Friday of each month at a 
different restaurant in the greater Lansing 
area, and usually average about fifteen 
diners.  Everyone is welcome to attend, 
either on your own or with a friend, family 
member, partner, or spouse.  Students 
from area colleges are also welcome to 
attend and socialize with the area’s more 
permanent LGBT residents.

Please RSVP to your host Gary at 
hickslaw@gmail.com  by Friday, January 
23, at 3 pm if you plan to attend so we can 
request appropriate seating.

Breakfast 
Club
by Bill Beachler, Host

LAHR’s  monthly 
breakfast club 
gets together on 

the 4th Saturday each month.  The 
January breakfast will be on Saturday,  
January  24th.  The Breakfast Club is 
an excellent opportunity for the LGBT 
community and our families and friends 
to get together, enjoy good food, 
meet new friends, and discuss current 
issues and events without having any 
responsibilities.

The Breakfast Club usually meets at 
the Frandor Flap Jack at 10:00 a.m.  
Over the years we have met at several 
local restaurants and if anyone has 
a suggestion, please let me know.  
Please call Bill at 337-1419 or email 
beachlerb@sbcglobal.net . 

We usually have around 4 to 8 people 
for breakfast which enables a friendly 
conversation.  Everyone is welcome!!

horrid Religious Exemption that passed 
the house and as you read either passed 
the Senate or some kind of miracle didn’t. 
The plan is just raising our voice saying 
we are champions of workplace. We don’t 
need to reinvent society, we don’t need to 
follow old traditions of hide and go seek, 
and what are we as the LGBT community 
waiting for? 

I hope you are happy right now? Just say 
you’re sorry? Have all you ever wanted? 
Wicked Reference 

The model of bringing old timers into 
the circle is nice, more knowledge, more 
focused, and a bit more caring of what 
others need. We are fighting for our 
families’ approval during difficult times. 
Then again one of my many role models 
pointed out something to me. If I am the 
not center gear and I don’t have a clear 
precise idea where I am moving the upper 
gears will continue to move and the lower 
gears will stop. Thoughts?  Let me know 
at vacaafrank@gmail.com
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REPORT
LGBT Homeless 
Youth Face Huge 
Obstacles

by Kartik Sewani, 
LAHR intern 

(Publisher’s Note –Madeleine 
Townsend, LAHR Board, is currently 
working on a major LAHR project 
regarding homeless LGBT youth and 
has LAHR interns helping with this 
project.  Kartik Sewani, a LAHR 
intern, is one of the people working 
on this important LAHR project.  The 
December newsletter included the first 
part of an excellent article Kartik wrote 
based upon his research and the article 
is continued here.)

Key finding #2: Large numbers of 
service providers working with youth 
at risk of homelessness report that their 
clients are predominantly under age 18.

Action needed: Pass the Safe Schools 
Improvement Act and the Student Non-
Discrimination Act

(Continued on page 10)

The average age at which youth come out 
has decreased each decade, and providers 
are noticing a significant increase in gay 
and transgender youth who seek services. 
As more youth come out in their early and 
mid-teenage years, appropriate safety nets 
must be widened and strengthened.

These policies would help foster a 
safe educational climate for gay and 
transgender students who might not have 
any other place to seek support, and 
thereby keep them from turning to the 
streets as an escape.

Key finding #3: Is the finding actually 
that while there is a clear majority, only 
24 percent of the programs are specific? 
Why is 24% not enough? Because of lack 
of consistency in delivery; this indicates a 
need for standardization of best practices.

Action needed: Pass a Runway and 
Homeless Youth Act that is inclusive of 
gay and transgender youth.

This act constitutes a major source of federal 
funding for youth homeless services. When 
it comes up for reauthorization in the next 

session of Congress, changes should be 
made to make it more inclusive of gay and 
transgender youth. For example, funding 
should be made available for programs that 
mediate family conflicts due to a child’s 
sexual orientation or gender identity.

Key finding #4: Nearly 60 percent of 
the responding agencies reported that 
transgender youth are in worse physical 
health than other youth, while almost a 
quarter reported they are “much worse.” 
Half of these agencies reported that gay 
youth are in worse health than other youth.

Action needed: Improve data collection by 
including sexual orientation and adding 
gender identity metrics to the Center for 
Disease Control’s biennial Youth Risk 
Behavior Survey at the state level.

Most of what is known about gay and 
transgender homeless youth comes 
from local or regional surveys that are 
not conducted on a regular basis. States 
should follow the lead of the Department 
of Health and Human Services, which 
has launched a Data Progression Plan to 
add sexual orientation and gender identity 
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questions to the National Health Interview 
Survey, and add these questions to their 
Youth Risk Behavior Survey.

By better understanding the risks facing 
gay and transgender youth, advocates, 
researchers, and policymakers can work 
to advance programs and preventive 
services that help improve the lives and 
life chances of this population.

Key finding #5: The top three barriers to 
improving services related to reducing gay 
and transgender homelessness relate to 
lack of funding.

Action needed: Prioritize and provide 
additional funding for providers.

Providers note that the most significant 
barriers, ranked in descending order, 
to improving services for gay and 
transgender youth are a lack of state, 
local, and federal funding. Without more 
funding, these service providers—often 
the last line of support for gay and 
transgender youth—will continue to 
struggle to meet the needs of these youth.

These agencies provide critical services 
such as emergency shelter, transitional 
living, and street outreach, in addition 
to educational, medical, and counseling 
services. With adequate financial support, 
providers can tailor programming 
and implement best-practice policies, 
such as those outlined in the National 
Recommended Best Practices for serving 
LGBT homeless youth, to help gay and 
transgender youth transition from the 
streets and back to permanent housing.

Conclusion

This new report from The Palette 
Fund, the Forty to None Project, and 
the Williams Institute provides a 
comprehensive picture of the challenges 
gay and transgender youth face as they 
try to navigate a society that often rejects 
them. It additionally highlights many 
of the nation’s youth-serving homeless 
agencies’ lack of capacity to serve this 
population. The report’s findings provide 
us with a policy roadmap that can help 
our government and service providers 
establish programs that meet the needs 
of all youth who are at risk of becoming 
homeless.

(Continued from page 8) (Continued from page 6)

Report Equality Michigan

Elliott Larsen Civil Rights act with a fully 
inclusive bill that protects Michiganders 
from discrimination based on sexual 
orientation and gender identity. The 
business community and faith leaders 
have made clear that discrimination is 
not a Michigan value. It’s time to protect 
all of our citizens and to move Michigan 
forward.”
“LGBT people in Michigan have waited 
too long for this, and they deserve 
legislation which will actually help them. 
Which is why the LGBT communities 
will not support any legislation which 
does not include both sexual orientation 
and gender identity, and why inserting 
licenses to discriminate into the bill will 
not be tolerated. It is not just a matter 
of including all members of the LGBT 
community, the reality is an increasing 
amount of discrimination against lesbian, 
gay, and bisexual people is based on their 
gender identity. The people suffering from 
discrimination everyday cannot afford 
to wait or be excited about compromise 
bills that will not deliver the results 
they promise. The safety and financial 
security of our fellow Michiganders is not 
something to compromise on.”

Equality Michigan encourages people 
in Michigan supporting the bills to take 
action and contact their legislators:  
http://eqmi.us/elcra14 and show their 
support by sharing that link and using the 
hashtag #ELCRAforAll on social media.

Equality Michigan has worked 
passionately for over 20 years to achieve 
full equality and respect for all people in 
Michigan regardless of sexual orientation, 
gender identity or gender expression.  
For more information, visit  
www.equalitymi.org. Gregory Varnum
gregory@equalitymi.org   
313-537-7000 x105
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SUNDAY
•	 Williamston United Methodist Church, Michigan’s first reconciling 

congregation, Sunday Service 10am; 211 S. Putnam, Williamston, MI  
(517)655-2430 or msusue@gmail.com

•	 Covenant Life Worship Center - noon (Wed. 7:30 p.m.) - 1380 Haslett Rd., 
Haslett - Phil & Marilyn Parmelee at 339-9590, www.clwcchurch.com

•	 First Presbyterian Church - LAHR Institutional Member - Sunday service at 10 a.m. 
510 W. Ottawa St. - contact Tracy at 482-0668 or tweldon@lansingfirstpres.org

•	 Light House Chapel - An Open and Affirming Church - LGBT friendly-11:00 a.m. 
service - 1501 Windsor St., Lansing, 48906. Contact (517) 394-2080 for info.

•	 All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 800 
Abbot, East Lansing.

•	 Edgewood United Church of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 
469 N. Hagadorn, East Lansing

•	 Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 9:15am & 
11:15am, 85 Grove, East Lansing

•	 Volleyball - With warm weather  -  1:00 – 5:00 – Sharp Park north of the Lansing Mall.  
For information, contact Bill at 337-1419 or email  beachlerb@sbcglobal.net.

•	 Fellowship for Today - 5:30 p.m. - Open & Affirming - Lansing Korean United 
Methodist Church, 2400 E. Lake Lansing Rd., E. Lansing – contact (517) 337-4070 
or info@fellowshipfortoday.org.

•	 Unity of Greater Lansing - (www.unityofgreaterlansing.org) New address:15851 
Old U.S. 27, Bldg 20 Crown Pointe Business Park (1 blk North of State Rd)  
Lansing, MI 48906 517-371-3010  10:30am-Sunday Service.

•	 Red Cedar Friends Quaker Meeting - 1400 Turner Street, Lansing.  Meetings for 
Worship in the manner of friends Sundays 9:00 to 10:00 am & 10:30 - 11:30  am.  
Childcare available.  Open and Affirming.

MONDAY
•	 LGBT AA meeting - 7:30 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South Harrison, in 

East Lansing.
•	 Social Knit Night - 2nd Monday of each month. 6:30 - 9:00 p.m., 319 S. Waverly Rd.
•	 Gay Bowling - Every Monday. Location changed back to Spare Time on 

July 2.  Starts at 9pm until midnight – A benefit for Michigan Pride. For 
information,contact Shelly at shelly@lansingcitypulse.com.

TUESDAY
•	 Grand River Connection - 4th Tuesday casual group for the “creative class.” 

Sign-up and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com.
•	 Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at 6:30 p.m.
•	 LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus - Weekley rehearsals are at the Molly Grove 

Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at 510 W. Ottawa St. in downtown Lansing 
from 7:00-9:00 pm. To email: info@lansingout.org or visit the website at  
www.lansingout.org.

•	 Michigan Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender & Straight Allies of Faith Working 
for Justice for All - 6:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m. the third Tuesday of each month in 
Lansing at a different spiritual place – contact Khristian at (586) 801-5427 or 
kspeelman@afsc.org  - www.faithactionnetwork.org

WEDNESDAY
•	 Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the Month - the 

location changes each month - please visit www.suitsandthecity.com for the 
location or to contact the organization.

•	 Karaoke Night - 9:00 p.m. at Esquire
•	 Sistrum, Lansing Womens Chorus - 7-9pm, Wed. at Central United Methodist 

Church, 215 N Capitol, Lansing. www.sistrum.org
THURSDAY

•	 Bingo - 7:00 p.m. at Esquire
FRIDAY

•	 Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Friday at 4:30pm in Gannon 
Building Chavez Room 262 LCC GSA. Adviser Chris Green szmadzic@lcc.edu 

•	 LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:45 a.m. second Friday at Meditaran at 333 S. 
Washington, credit cards accepted! Contact Greg at MILatino@aol.com

•	 LGBT AA meeting, 6:30 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, South 
Harrison, in East Lansing

•	 LAHR Friday Night Dinner - 6:30 p.m. on third Friday of the month.  Meets at 
different restaurant each month.  Contact Gary at garyatmsu@aol.com 

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
PO Box 80976  Lansing, MI 48908-0976

or call (517) 267-9299 or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/8 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler 
517-337-1419 or 

email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted 
in electronic format, 

preferably in a EPS format. 

Pay for 6 months in advance and 
get one month free! 

Calendar of Events!

SATURDAY
•	 LAHR Breakfast Club - 10 a.m. 4th Saturday each month. Contact Bill for 

location and questions at 337-1419 or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net
•	 LGBTQ Yoga Flow, 3:30 p.m. Just B Yoga, 106 Island Ave., Donation-based 

class. Flowing, all-levels yoga class for the LGBTQ community and allies. 
Connect your body and mind in safe community.  
www.justbyoga.com, 517-488-5260

VARIES
•	 Equality Band of Michigan – Rehearsals have been Sunday at 5:00 or Monday 

at 7:00 at Everybody Reads, 2019 E. Michigan Ave. in Lansing.  For exact 
information, contact Gary at ghicks5200@aol.com or 517-525-1732

The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve 
the quality of life for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people 
throughout the greater Lansing area through Civil rights activities, com-
munications, education, social events and supportive services.

Membership &Subscription Information

Join LAHR Today!

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ______________________________________________________________________

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support its activities 
by enclosing my contribution of:

 $15.00 Limited income membership includes the monthly LGBT 
News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $20.00 or more $_______Individual membership includes the 
monthly LGBT News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $40.00 or more $_______Family membership includes the monthly 
LGBT News, Association voting rights for up to two (2) individuals in the 
household, and a tax deduction.

 $100.00 Institutional membership includes membership, 3 ads in The 
LGBT News, monthly listing in the Newsletter Calendar and listing on the 
LAHR website.

Please make checks payable and return to: LAHR, PO Box 14009, Lansing, MI 48901-4009
or visit LAHRonline.org and donate via pay pal.

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt. 

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.

I want my LAHR newsletter           mailed to my home             e mailed to me
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