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Judge Permits ACLU 
Lawsuit Challenging 
Michigan’s ID Policy to 
Move Forward
from ACLU

A federal judge refused to dismiss 
an ACLU lawsuit challenging a state 
policy that makes it nearly impossible 
for transgender Michiganders to change 
gender markers on their driver›s licenses 
and state IDs.

“We are very pleased that our case will 
move forward,” said Jay Kaplan, staff 
attorney for the ACLU of Michigan’s 
LGBT Project. “The judge made it 
clear that, when transgender people 
are unable to obtain accurate Michigan 
identity documents, they are forced 
to share highly intimate and personal 
medical information that can lead to 
discrimination, harassment, violence, 
and even death.”

U.S. District Judge Nancy Edmunds held that 
“plaintiffs have raised a cognizable privacy 
claim” in her decision denying Michigan 
Secretary of State Ruth Johnson’s motion to 
have the lawsuit dismissed.

“Plaintiffs have offered a plethora of evidence 
which, accepted as true, suggests that the 
Policy poses a real threat to their ‘personal 
security and bodily integrity,’” wrote Edmunds.

Under Michigan›s current ID policy, which 
Johnson implemented in 2011, the state 
refuses to change the gender on state-issued 
ID unless the person produces an amended 
birth certificate showing the correct gender. 
The policy has created significant problems for 
Michigan›s transgender community.

In order to receive an amended birth 
certificate in Michigan, a person is required 
by state law to undergo gender-confirmation 
surgery—an invasive medical procedure that 
not all transgender people need, want or can 
afford to pay for.  

A Fun Opportunity for YOU 
to Take Action!
Taylor Stablein, LAHR Intern, 2015-2016

During any given MSU Womyn’s 
Basketball game, Section 126 of the 
Breslin Student Events Center is packed 
with rowdy and wonderful season 
ticket holders cheering on the Spartans. 
Thisexciting group of fans is comprised 
of 90lesbians, and eleven allies. Lately 
this strong and loyal reserved section of 
101season ticket holders have had the 
itch to do something spectacular for the 
team, and for the other fans enjoying 
WomynsBasketball. In the spirit of 
support and solidarity they decided 
to have a Flash Mob Pride Day at the 
biggest regular season home game this 
year; the MSU, UM game on February 

4, 2016.  LAHR in support of this action 
has provided two interns from MSU to 
help plan and produce this event.

There are many messages we are 
sending organizing this event. It will 
send to the players our support of all of 
them being all of who they are, all the 
time. Our action will demonstrate to the 
fans, who we are as LGBT and as allies 
of all of us, no matter our sexuality, 
gender identity and/or expression, and 
finally that we are damned fine fans of 
Womyns Basketball.  

Although we asked for a Pride Day 
to be designated during the season 
at one of the Womyn’s games, the 
Athletic Department, and who knows 
who at the University, declined to be 

involved in  having such a celebration.  
Wholeheartedly believing in the 
messages we want to send, pushed us to 
decideto create a Pride Day of our own.  

On February 4th MSU plays the 
University of Michigan.  Section 126 
will be color coded in rainbow fashion.  
Further, volunteers will be at the 
entrances ofBreslin handing out flyers 
and rainbow flags.  Want to volunteer to 
do that?Further there is an event page 
on Facebook to keep everyone updated 
and coordinated. While the event is as of 
now not a university supported event, it 
will be the beginning of a tradition, and 
sending a message of inclusion that will 
not be held back. 

Please check with the Facebook event 
page, for more information and to 
volunteer.  Come one, come all.  

“By permitting us to have our day in 
court, the judge recognizes that being 
transgender and living in accordance 
with your gender identity is a serious, 
life-altering decision and that 
Michigan’s harmful and unworkable ID 
policy needs to be critically examined,” 
said Tina Seitz, one of six transgender 
plaintiffs in the case including 
transgender woman Emani Love, 
transgender man Codie Stone, and three 
other unnamed plaintiffs. 

Love v. Johnson, filed in federal court 
in May 2015 by the ACLU, seeks to 
overturn the secretary of state’s ID 
policy as unconstitutional, dangerous, 
and a discriminatory refusal to respect 
gender identity.

The plaintiffs are represented by Kaplan; 
John Knight from the ACLU’s LGBT 
Project; Dan Korobkin and Michael 
J. Steinberg, also from the ACLU of 
Michigan; and Steven Gilford, Michael 
Derksen and Jacki Anderson from the 
Chicago office of Proskauer Rose LLP.
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by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

I don’t know about you, but time is flying way too fast.  Here it is another year.  The past year was historic 
for those of us in same sex relationships:  Although we did it anyway, got married in states that wanted 
us, and now the Supremes have deemed our love legal all across the country.  It is a great thing, and 
congratulations to all of you who are joined in matrimony, and or otherwise. 

Here is what is coming up the first couple of months of this New Year.  In January LAHR’s group for 
young people, HUES: Humans United for an Equal Society, is hosting a Come Out event.  Many of us will 
tell coming out stories.  There will be a printed program, in which you may buy an ad.  All the proceeds 
from the sale of these ads will go to LAHR.  The deadline for submitting your ad is January 11.  Please see 

more info in the article elsewhere in this newsletter.  I hope you will join in telling your story and support HUES and LAHR by 
buying an ad.

And on February 4th at the Breslin Student Events Center, the MSU Womyn’s Basketball team will be playing the UM 
womyn’s team.  LAHR is supporting a Flash Mob Pride Day at this important in-state rivalry.  We want you and all who you 
can recruit to come to this event. Wear a shirt of a rainbow color.  Pick up a rainbow flag, and a limited number of LAHR 
Rainbow bracelets from volunteers at entrances to the Center.  This event will draw attention to our LGBT community, 
including our allies, who are fans of Womyn’s Basketball.  It will identify to players of both teams that MSU is the champion 
of Diversity, even in athletics. Surely there are more messages that we will be sending in this grand event.  Please join us.  See 
another article in this newsletter written by an intern of LAHR who is assisting in organizing this event.  She will have more 
information, should you have any questions. 

So Stay Active, Stay Involved and Stay Happy 

Best to you and yours, Penny A

Letter from the Prez

ACLU Update
from ACLU letter

As you gathered with family and friends for the holiday season, 
all of us at the ACLU of Michigan hope you’ll take a moment to 
remember 13,000 Michigan children in the state’s care who want 
nothing more than to be placed in a loving home.

There is no greater gift than the embrace of a nurturing family, 
but it’s one that too many Michigan kids won’t receive this year, 
because of the discriminatory adoption law signed by Gov. Rick 
Snyder.

Your religious beliefs could prevent you from adopting.

This law says state-funded adoption and foster-care placement agencies 
can turn away qualified caregivers or children in need, just because the 
agency objects to that person on the basis of the agency’s religious beliefs. 
These faith-based agencies have testified to the fact that they deny service 
to people who are LGBTQ, unmarried or not Christian.

While we continue investigating this issue, the ACLU of Michigan 
celebrates the outstanding organizations that are making a positive 
difference in the lives of Michigan’s youth, such as the Ruth Ellis Center 
in Detroit.
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Raise Hope and  
Foster Dreams

by Christina Redmond

With the holiday hustle and bustle hopefully 
almost all the way behind us, New Year’s 
resolutions before us (or not), and hopeful 
expectations for new things to come in the new 
year; one thing is for certain that 2016 will 
bring, a child removed from their home and 
placed into foster care… 

Did you know…
 
Of the 617 children in foster care currently in Ingham County, 
234 of these children are under the age of 5.  The greatest group 
of children in foster care are those less than four years of age.  
With such a great degree of development happening from birth 
to age three, the department must assure for stable and healthy 
relationships rather quickly for infants and toddlers so that 
opportunities for bonding and attachment can occur once again.

Did you know…
 
With over 160 children in this next group, youth 13 and older 
make up the second larger group ofchildren 
currently in foster care in Ingham County.  
Teenagers in foster care can often have a 
perception that either screams, or subtly assumes 
trouble.  The reality is that many teenagers in 
foster care are resilient and yearning for a piece 
of independence with some trusted guided 
support.  To have someone, just one person, 
invested in their future is the key factor for 
resiliency.

Did you know…
 
Besides being a foster parent, there are several 
ways to help make a lasting impression on a child 
in care.  Too often children are removed from 
their home and are placed in foster care without 
belongingsto call their own.  With children 
across the state of Michigan entering into care 
almost daily, a simple care package with a pair 
of pajamas, socks, undergarments, toothbrush/
toothpaste, and a note of encouragement can 
make a world of difference for a child who has 

just faced what no child ever should.  Knowing someone is 
advocating for their resiliency can be that lasting impression a 
child needs.  

To find out how you can help make a difference, email Christina 
Redmond at redmondc2@michigan.gov or call 517-775-2693.

Ingham County DHHS is hosting its next Orientation on Tuesday, 
January 12thfrom 9am –12pm and again on Thursday, January 
28th from 5pm – 8pm at the Ingham County HumanServices 
Building (Door 3) located at 5303 S Cedar Street, Lansing, 
Michigan 48911

Can’t make this time? We can schedule an orientation at your 
home to answer all of your questions about being a foster parent!  
Just call Christina Redmond, Licensing Specialist, at 517-775-
2693 to schedule a convenient time and see how you can make a 
difference in the life of a foster child.   

Here’s to the newyear and new memories from our DHHS family 
to yours.  

~~Raising hope and fostering dreams, Christina Redmond, 
Licensing Specialist
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An Ally is Born
by Ed Smith, UCC

As a straight white male in the late 1980’s, 
I was only vaguely aware of the lesbian-
gay community, much less bisexual and 
transgender people. I had a generally 
accepting attitude, but my main association 
with homosexuality was with solicitations I 
had seen on the walls of men’s rooms. I did 
know one lesbian, but was not acquainted 
with men I knew to be gay. In 1988, I met a 
gay man, Bill, the brother of a close friend 
who had just died. I liked Bill immediately 
and had several opportunities to get to know 
him over the next few years. On a trip to 
Washington D.C. where Bill lived, we got 
together for coffee. After enjoying our visit 
and my first mocha at Starbucks, he invited 
me back to his apartment where I met his 
partner, Dave. This was my first encounter 
with a gay couple. What struck me was the 
normalcy--just a couple being a couple at 
home, doing couple things. The contrast of 
this domestic scene with the homophobic 
rhetoric that gays would “destroy marriage” 
was stark. At that moment, I felt called to 
do something about homophobia and the 
discrimination against gays and lesbians. 

Not long after my trip to DC., my first 
opportunity appeared—the annual 
Michigan Pride March and Festival. I 
arrived early to see where I might fit in. 
As this was my first encounter with the 
gathered LGBT community, that turned 
out to be more of a challenge than I 
had anticipated. I had not experienced 
“dykes on bikes,” cross dressers, and the 
wide variety of gender and orientation 
expressions that were represented. This 
was a whole new world for me! Where 
did I fit in? After watching much of the 
march from the curb, I noticed two friends 
from my church marching with PFLAG. 
I jumped up and joined the march. Some 
twenty marches later, I look back and 
wonder at my naïveté at that point and 
how far I have come. I have learned a 
great deal and become an active ally, with 
my advocacy becoming more personal 
along the way. The story of that growth 
and activity, and the role of Edgewood 
United Church, will be shared in later 
columns. 

Ed Smith 

Open and Affirming Task Force, Edgewood 
United Church, East Lansing.

Breakfast 
Club
by Bill Beachler, Host

LAHR’s  monthly 
Breakfast Club 
gets together on 

the 4th Saturday each month.  The 
January  breakfast will be on Saturday,  
January 23rd.  The Breakfast Club is 
an excellent opportunity for the LGBT 
community and our families and friends 
to get together, enjoy good food, 
meet new friends, and discuss current 
issues and events without having any 
responsibilities.

The Breakfast Club meets at the Frandor 
Flap Jack at 10:00 a.m.  Over the years 
we have met at several local restaurants 
and if anyone has a suggestion, please 
let me know.  Please call Bill at 337-
1419 or email beachlerb@sbcglobal.net . 

We usually have around 4 to 8 people 
for breakfast which enables a friendly 
conversation.  Everyone is welcome!!
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What Might be in the 
future of LAHR?
by Penny Gardner, LAHR President

Empire State Pride Agenda to 
Disband, Citing Fulfillment of Its 
Mission 

By JESSE McKINLEY DEC. 12, 2015
 
I was forwarded the article above from the NYT.  It is 
about a state-wide LGBT organization finishing up its 
work, on behalf of our community, and closing down its 
organizational doors. Though they are staying involved 
through their Political Action Committee.  In this article 
we learn why they are doing so and their affirming it is a 
celebration of a job well done. 

LAHR is at a turning point in its successful thirty years of 
activism.  Our membership has steadily declined over the 
past years.  With a dearth of young people replacing those 
who are old, who have moved away or have passed on.

As I say that about young people, we also are so incredibly 
grateful for all the interns over the past few years who have 
given their all to LAHR: some doing research, others helping 
to construct a granting process, in which LAHR distributed 
thousands of dollars to LGBT organizations. Most recently 
we have had a group of interns who have created an auxiliary 
of LAHR, specifically for young people. HUES, Humans 
United for an Equal Society.  Some of these most amazing 
and skilled interns have extended their commitment to 
LAHR by joining the Board.  And on top of all that, we 
have a regularly printed fine newsletter, published by LAHR 
under the direction of Bill Beachler. 

On the other hand, several of our executive board members 
are leaving their positions at the end of this year, and others 
who may be in position to assume these leadership roles are 
heavily involved in other organizations 
which preclude them for taking on more 
responsibilities in LAHR.  

What I propose is for you to please read 
and study the article above.  Please in 
this reading come up with some ideas for 
the future of LAHR.  Let us brainstorm, 
perhaps at LAHR online, in an email to 
one of our board members, or even in 
snail mail! Their contact information is 
at the bottom of the inside front page of 
this newsletter. Please again, give it some 
thought and share with us and others. 

Goodness knows we have accomplished 
much in these past years.  We engaged in 
the movement to get the Marriage thing 
to the Supremes; we have a Lansing 
non-discrimination ordinance, making 
it illegal to discriminate based on sexual 
orientation, gender identity and/or 
expression.   Across the region, in almost 

all local municipalities, we have joined the campaign to win similar ordinances 
against discrimination, in fact it is only Lansing Township that lags in that 
respect.  

I strongly urge that you read the article; contemplate it in terms of LAHR, and 
please share your thoughts with me and/or others.

If you want to cut and paste a link to the article to which I am referring: 
http://tinyurl.com/natdflm

Thanks
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LGBTA Dinner 
Group
Friday, January 15, 
at 6:45 pm

by Gary Hicks, Host

(Publishers Note – I did not hear from 
Gary as he is out-of-town for the holidays 
on vacation.)

Join your LGBT friends and neighbors for 
a casual autumn dinner on Friday evening, 
January 15, at 6:45..

These monthly dinners are held the 
third Friday of each month at a different 
restaurant in the greater Lansing area. 
Everyone is welcome to attend, either on 
your own or with a friend, family member, 
partner, or spouse. Students from area 
colleges are also welcome to attend and 
meet more permanent LGBT residents. 

Diners have the option to see a movie 
following dinner.  Please RSVP to your 
host Gary at hickslaw@gmail.com  by 
Friday, November 20, at 4 pm if you plan 
to attend so appropriate seating can be 
requested.

Diversity Lansing: Moving 
the Needle Forward!
byMelanie Strouse, Diversity Apprentice
 
Tedi Parsons, LEAP, Co-Chair, Diversity 
Lansing

Diversity Lansing is an initiative under 
Lansing Economic Area Partnership (LEAP) 
that focuses on building and inspiring 
a region that operates on a global scale 
to attract and retain world-class talent 
in Clinton, Eaton, and Ingham counties. 
Diversity Lansing builds strong partnerships 
and pathways between the community and 
business leaders that creates a welcoming 
and affirming environment that celebrates 
the core values of the diverse community 
living in the Lansing Region. 

“The Lansing area boasts an incredibly 
diverse population. Its home to one of the 
largest Chinese and refugee populations in 
America. There are 63 different languages 
spoken here,” says Bob Trezise, President & 
CEO at LEAP. “Continued empowerment 
of these diverse communities has been a 
pillar for growth in the Lansing region as 
the community discovers and embraces the 
rich tapestry of cultures, values, and beliefs 
flavoring the region.” 

“The primary goal of Diversity Lansing is 
to forge pathways and provide the necessary 
tools and resources for business and 
community leaders, allowing the Lansing 
region to succeed and thrive as a true diverse 
global community”, says Tedi Parsons, Co-
Chair, Diversity Lansing.  “Through this 
collective effort, Diversity Lansing hopes to 
continue to strengthen the region’s economy, 
help businesses attract and retain world-class 
talent, and create opportunities for all the 
residents in the Lansing region by bridging 
the gap between top decision makers down 
to the community.” 

Diversity Lansing is committed to ensuring 
the Lansing region is a place others want to 
call home. The LGBTQ community is an 
important asset, allowing the many diverse 
interests and cultures to be represented and 
embraced in the Lansing region, allowing 
us to boast a true welcoming and affirming 
place for ALL. 

Already underway are Diversity Lansing’s 
Executive Leadership Diversity Workgroup 
and the Diversityand top decision makers 
from small businesses to large corporations, 
had its kickoff event onSeptember 17, and 
the third session in the workgroup will take 
place on January 27, 2016. The executive 
workgroup is aimed at bridging the gap 
between these leaders and the community 
on topics such as: understanding and valuing 
cultural differences in Lansing, welcoming 
diversity into the community, the value of 
diversity for small businesses, attracting and 
retaining top-talent, diversity represented 
through the arts, and closing the generational 
gap. 

Two events in the education series have 
already taken place, but be sure to watch for 
more information about the next session (A 
BIG Value for your Small Business), which 
will be held on February 17, 2016. 

LEAP’s diversity initiative aims to assist 
businesses in 
attracting and 
retaining world-class 
talent by embracing 
the core values of 
a strong workforce 
the Lansing region 
already boasts.  
To learn more or 
to get involved 
with LEAP’s 
Diversity Initiative, 
please visit:www.
purelansing.com/
diversitylansing.
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Rock N Roll 
WithLanSINGoutGay 
Men’s Chorus

by Peter Morse, 
LanSINGout Artistic 
Director

LanSINGout Gay 
Men’s Chorus is 
proud to announce its 
spring, 2016 concert, 
Rock N Roll – Music 

That Changed Our Lives.  This concert 
will feature a wide variety of rock and 
roll music from its beginnings to the 
current day.   Whether it’s music of 
the Carpenters, Adele, Linda Ronstadt, 
Green Day, Elvis, KC and the Sunshine 
Band, Diana Ross, the Beatles, Sting or 
Pharell Williams (to name just a few), 
this will be a concert with something to 
please all tastes, bring back some great 
memories, and get you up on your feet!  

The concert will be in the style of a 
musical revue comprised of solo, small 
ensemble and choral numbers.  The 

audience will be taken on a musical 
journey enjoying so many genres and 
artists who have shaped and transformed 
rock and roll music scene over the years.

Once again, LanSINGout is thrilled to 
welcome back David Wiseman at the 
keyboard.  David brings a high level of 
musical expertise, and we’re fortunate 
to enjoy his talents.  We’ll add our 
rock band of guitar, bass and drums 
offering concertgoers a fantastic musical 
experience.  

If you have a male sounding voice and 
enjoy performing in a male chorus, 
we invite you to rock and roll with 
LanSINGout.  LanSINGout will hold 
prospective member auditions Tuesday, 
January 5 and Tuesday January 12 
at 6:30 p.m. in the First Presbyterian 
Church Choir Room. There are many 
solo and small ensemble opportunities 
in this concert, so we encourage you to 
audition.  For further information keep 
your eyes on Facebook or our website.

LanSINGout will present Rock N Roll 
– Music That Changed Our Lives on 
Saturday, June 4, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. 

and Sunday, June 5, 2016 at 3:00 
p.m. in the First Presbyterian Church 
of Lansing Molly Grove Chapel.You 
may purchase tickets and view other 
concert information on our websiteor on 
Facebook.  Please “like” our Facebook 
page to keep on top of the new and 
exciting things the men are up to.

In July, 2016, LanSINGout will 
participate in the GALA Festival in 
Denver, Colorado.  GALA Choruses is 
composed of 8,000 singers from 180 
choruses throughout the United States, 
Mexico and Canada.  This winter and 
spring, to help raise funds for our 
members to attend, LanSINGout will 
hold a variety of fundraising events.  We 
hope you’ll support us a little extra as 
we prepare for this fantastic event.

The Chorus rehearses each Tuesday 
evening at the Lansing First Presbyterian 
Church Molly Grove Chapel.  For 
further information, contact the Chorus 
at info@lansingout.org. You can follow 
the Chorus on their web site, www.
lansingout.org or on Facebook at 
LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus.
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Out at Work
Helpful hands being busy hands
 
by Frank Vaca, LAHR Board
 
Are you thinking of a happy memory or 
visualizing yourself succeeding at a goal 
before you begin your day?  Thanking 
someone for their misguided attention, 
graciously before you continue on your own 
merry way?    I am sure they are not trying to 

be of annoyance, I am quite grateful for your time.  You getting up 
and moving to the rhythm of your own beat?   Writing those to do 
lists for yourself and others?   Let me know by emailingVacaafrank@
gmail.com

On my Facebook feed history, I saw a picture of my birthday party 
when I worked at Michigan Rehabilitation Council.   It was of our 
workplace sprawled with happy birthday fliers and even in the 
bathroom.  I like to think I made some good friends at work places.   
We might not see each other for years or months but when we do it 
works out well.  My boss is even putting up lights and decorations 

Humans Uniting for an Equal Society 
(HUES) December Report
Marissa Connell: LAHR Intern and Vice Chair of HUES

December was a busy month of planning for HUES. We have been 
hard at work planning and organizing for our big even on January 22, 
2016 – “The Come Out.” This event has garnered lots of attention on 
social media and we have officially stopped accepting applications 
for speakers. We are anticipating a very large turn-out from the public 
at The Avenue in Lansing for this event. If you signed up as a speaker 
for The Come Out, we are asking you to please attend a brief meeting 
on Tuesday, January 12th at 6pm in Gallery B (basement) of the 
Capital Area District Library. This meeting will serve as a place for 
everyone to get acquainted and to ensure that we are all on the same 
page going into the night of the event. For more information on The 
Come Out and other HUES events, please visit us on Facebook at 
facebook.com/humansuniting.

HUES also held our first annual December Holiday Retreat on 
Tuesday, December 8th. This Holiday Retreat was aimed to provide 
a safe space for young adults in the greater Lansing LGBTQIA 
community to celebrate the holidays. Much too often, young adults 
cannot be as out as they want in their home environments during 
the holidays, so HUES strived to create a space in which they felt 
welcomed. HUES provided 
pizza and warm holiday 
beverages and viewed 
Christmas episodes of 
“The Office.” It was a very 
relaxing and enjoyable 
evening – one that we hope 
to continue to provide every 
holiday season.

keeping the holidays spirit within him.  The store is an expression of 
happiness and cheer by this simple act of rising of holiday cheer.  I 
am so thankful like a Christmas ham to be employed this year.    I 
even ran into an old friend from high school so I looked at my senior 
picture.  Sad lonely little guy who had no idea of his potential or 
meaning of existence.

What do you do when you give off these ask me for help vibes 
even when you are not working?   Sadly, Predators will pick up on 
anything inside and out of your self-esteem.   I had an elderly friend 
waiting for a bus who helped someone find her car in the parking lot, 
next thing he knew he was changing her anti-freeze, and was told to 
get in the car.  It was clearly romantic intent but he held his identity in 
and gave her good grace.  It seems I keep catching eyes on the way to 
work myself.   Be it to a maiden in distress, thinking and listening ear, 
is welcome to pack their bags.     

Have I ever said thank you for reading my stuff?  I would like to find 
people to share their wisdom next year.   Can you share an affirmation 
here perhaps a positive experience there and a delightful tale of 
triumph over yonder.   Feel free to share that I am looking for stories 
and quips.  Thank you, I hope you had a happy holiday season.  

Martin Luther King Day is Jan 18th
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Equality Michigan is proud to announce the appointment of L. Michael Gipson as Deputy Director. Michael is joining Equality 
Michigan from his most recent position as Executive Director for the Washington Area Lawyers for the Arts in Washington, DC 
and Co-Founder of Cleveland’s Beyond Identities Community Center for LGBTQ youth of color.

“I couldn’t be more excited to have Michael join our team,” said Stephanie White, Executive Director. “He brings not only 
his leadership skills, but also his vast experience in development, excellence in writing, strong program design, and a clear 
commitment to broad social justice. I am excited to partner with him to build the future of Equality Michigan.”

Throughout his 21 years of public service in both government and nonprofits, Gipson has worked 
in various capacities as a grant writer, fund development specialist, and organizational development 
consultant as well as a senior administrator on issues related to: HIV/AIDS, LGBTQ advocacy, racial 
and economic justice, creative entrepreneurship, adolescent and sexual reproductive health, and 
community development programming.

“This is such a key moment in the movement for LGBTQ rights in Michigan, I am so honored to be 
joining this dynamic team of committed social justice advocates, said Gipson. “It’s a privilege to partner 

with this staff, our movement allies, and the residents 
of my new home state to foster much needed change 
in the rights and lives of LGBTQ people, particularly 
those residing on the social and political margins.”

As Deputy Director, Mr. Gipson will take on staff 
management, program oversight and evaluation, and 
lead the development and communications efforts for 
Equality Michigan. A graduate of Goddard College 
and Full Sail University, Gipson holds a BFA in 
Writing and an MS in Instructional Design. A native 
of Chicago, he transitioned to Detroit in the winter of 
2014. You can reach him at mgipson@equalitymi.org

###

Equality Michigan has 
worked passionately 
for over 20 years to 
achieve full equality 
and respect for all 
people in Michigan 
regardless of sexual 
orientation, gender 
identity, or gender 
expression. For more 
information, visitwww.
equalitymi.org.

Equality Michigan 
19641 West 7 Mile Road 
Detroit MI 48219  
United States
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SUNDAY
•	 First Congregational United Church of Christ (aka First Congregational 

UCC) - Open & Affirming. Worship at 10:30am on Sundays. 210 W. Saginaw 
Hwy Grand Ledge.   fcgl.org • grandledgeucc@aol.com • 517.627.2336. 

•	 Williamston United Methodist Church, Michigan’s first reconciling 
congregation, Sunday Service 10am; 211 S. Putnam, Williamston, MI  
(517)655-2430 or msusue@gmail.com

•	 Covenant Life Worship Center - noon (Wed. 7:30 p.m.) - 1380 Haslett Rd., 
Haslett - Phil & Marilyn Parmelee at 339-9590, www.clwcchurch.com

•	 First Presbyterian Church - LAHR Institutional Member - Sunday service at 10 a.m. 
510 W. Ottawa St. - contact Tracy at 482-0668 or tweldon@lansingfirstpres.org

•	 Light House Chapel - An Open and Affirming Church - LGBT friendly-11:00 a.m. 
service - 1501 Windsor St., Lansing, 48906. Contact (517) 394-2080 for info.

•	 All Saints Episcopal Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 800 
Abbot, East Lansing.

•	 Edgewood United Church of Christ, Open and Affirming, Sunday Service 10am, 
469 N. Hagadorn, East Lansing

•	 Unitarian Universalist Church, Open and Affirming, Sunday Services 9:15am & 
11:15am, 85 Grove, East Lansing

•	 Volleyball - With warm weather  -  1:00 – 5:00 – Sharp Park north of the Lansing Mall.  
For information, contact Bill at 337-1419 or email  beachlerb@sbcglobal.net.

•	 Fellowship for Today - 5:30 p.m. - Open & Affirming - Lansing Korean United 
Methodist Church, 2400 E. Lake Lansing Rd., E. Lansing – contact (517) 337-4070 
or info@fellowshipfortoday.org.

•	 Unity of Greater Lansing - (www.unityofgreaterlansing.org) New address:15851 
Old U.S. 27, Bldg 20 Crown Pointe Business Park (1 blk North of State Rd)  
Lansing, MI 48906 517-371-3010  10:30am-Sunday Service.

•	 Red Cedar Friends Quaker Meeting - 1400 Turner Street, Lansing.  Meetings for 
Worship in the manner of friends Sundays 9:00 to 10:00 am & 10:30 - 11:30  am.  
Childcare available.  Open and Affirming.

MONDAY
•	 LGBT AA meeting - 7:30 p.m., University Lutheran Church, South Harrison, in 

East Lansing.
•	 Gay Bowling - Every Monday. Location changed back to Spare Time on 

July 2.  Starts at 9pm until midnight – A benefit for Michigan Pride. For 
information,contact Shelly at shelly@lansingcitypulse.com.

TUESDAY
•	 Grand River Connection - 4th Tuesday casual group for the “creative class.” 

Sign-up and get more info at: www.grandriverconnection.com.
•	 Euchre at Esquire Club - registration at 6:30 p.m.
•	 LanSINGout Gay Men’s Chorus - Weekley rehearsals are at the Molly Grove 

Chapel of the First Presbyterian Church at 510 W. Ottawa St. in downtown Lansing 
from 7:00-9:00 pm. To email: info@lansingout.org or visit the website at  
www.lansingout.org.

•	 Michigan Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender & Straight Allies of Faith Working 
for Justice for All - 6:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m. the third Tuesday of each month in 
Lansing at a different spiritual place – contact Khristian at (586) 801-5427 or 
kspeelman@afsc.org  - www.faithactionnetwork.org

•	 Breaking the Silence: A Healing Group for Sexual Assault Survivors 7:00 - 8:30pm 
at Women’s Center of Greater Lansing. Using movement and dance, this group is 
designed for women who want to reconnect with their bodies.  Pre-registration required.

WEDNESDAY
•	 Suits And The City - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the Month - the 

location changes each month - please visit www.suitsandthecity.com for the 
location or to contact the organization.

•	 Karaoke Night - 9:00 p.m. at Esquire
•	 Sistrum, Lansing Womens Chorus - 7-9pm, Wed. at Central United Methodist 

Church, 215 N Capitol, Lansing. www.sistrum.org
THURSDAY

•	 Bingo - 7:00 p.m. at Esquire
FRIDAY

•	 Lansing Community College Gay Straight Alliance - Friday at 4:30pm in Gannon 
Building Chavez Room 262 LCC GSA. Adviser Chris Green szmadzic@lcc.edu 

•	 LAHR Downtown Lunch - 11:45 a.m. second Friday at Meditaran at 333 S. 
Washington, credit cards accepted! Contact Greg at MILatino@aol.com

•	 LGBT AA meeting, 6:30 p.m., at University United Methodist Church, South 
Harrison, in East Lansing

•	 LAHR Friday Night Dinner - 6:30 p.m. on third Friday of the month.  Meets at 
different restaurant each month.  Contact Gary at garyatmsu@aol.com 

Visit LAHR Online!!
www.LAHRonline.org

Pet Support Services, Inc.
PO Box 80976  Lansing, MI 48908-0976

or call (517) 267-9299 or email us at PetSupportMi@aol.com

Advertise in the LGBT News!

Our advertising rates:
  Full page - $90
  2/3 page - $75
  1/2 page - $65
  1/3 page - $45
  1/4 page - $35
  1/8 page - $25

Deadline is the 10th of each month

For more information contact Bill Beachler 
517-337-1419 or 

email Bill at beachlerb@sbcglobal.net

All ads must be submitted 
in electronic format, 

preferably in a EPS format. 

Pay for 6 months in advance and 
get one month free! 

Calendar of Events!

SATURDAY
•	 LAHR Breakfast Club - 10 a.m. 4th Saturday each month. Contact Bill for 

location and questions at 337-1419 or beachlerb@sbcglobal.net
•	 LGBTQ Yoga Flow, 3:30 p.m. Just B Yoga, 106 Island Ave., Donation-based 

class. Flowing, all-levels yoga class for the LGBTQ community and allies. 
Connect your body and mind in safe community.  
www.justbyoga.com, 517-488-5260

•	 Intimate Partner Violence Support Group  12:00-1:30 pm at Women’s Center 
of Greater Lansing (this is a drop-in group)

VARIES
•	 Equality Band of Michigan – Rehearsals have been Sunday at 5:00 or Monday 

at 7:00 at Everybody Reads, 2019 E. Michigan Ave. in Lansing.  For exact 
information, contact Gary at ghicks5200@aol.com or 517-525-1732

The purpose of the Lansing Association for Human Rights is to improve 
the quality of life for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender people 
throughout the greater Lansing area through Civil rights activities, com-
munications, education, social events and supportive services.

Membership &Subscription Information

Join LAHR Today!

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Phone/Email ______________________________________________________________________

Yes, I would like to join LAHR to support its activities 
by enclosing my contribution of:

 $15.00 Limited income membership includes the monthly LGBT 
News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $20.00 or more $_______Individual membership includes the 
monthly LGBT News, Association voting rights and a tax deduction.

 $40.00 or more $_______Family membership includes the monthly 
LGBT News, Association voting rights for up to two (2) individuals in the 
household, and a tax deduction.

 $100.00 Institutional membership includes membership, 3 ads in The 
LGBT News, monthly listing in the Newsletter Calendar and listing on the 
LAHR website.

Please make checks payable and return to: LAHR, PO Box 14009, Lansing, MI 48901-4009
or visit LAHRonline.org and donate via pay pal.

First time members will receive a LAHR T-shirt. 

Contributions to LAHR are deductible on your federal income tax return.

I want my LAHR newsletter           mailed to my home             e mailed to me



P.O. Box 14009 
Lansing, MI 48901-4009

NON-PROFIT ORG.
US POSTAGE

PAID
LANSING, MI

PERMIT NO. 145


